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TOT0B 



RIGHT BEV. GEOEGE MUBRAY,D.D., 



LORD BISHOP OF ROCHESTER. 



My LORD^ 

The Manor and Lordship of Bromley 
having been in the possession of your Lordship 
and your Right Rev. Predecessors^ the Bishops 
of Rochester, from Ae emAiest period of our 
history, there is no person to whom this descrip- 
tion of Bromley and its neighbourhood could 
be dedicated with so much propriety as to your 
Lordship. 

As the book, however, is the attempt of a 
very inexperienced Writer to render himself ser- 
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viceable in his leisure hours^ tfiere probably may 
be many faults in it^ but the Author is persuaded, 
from the acknowledged good-nature and kindness 
c^your LfOrdship^ that he could -find no person 
more inclined than your Lordship to pardon his 
involuntary errors. 

I have the honor to be. 
My Lord, 
With the greatest respect,. 
Your Lordship's most obliged 

and obedient Servant, 
CHARLES FREEMAN. 
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PREFACE. 



IF a perusal of the instractive pag;e of history 
convey to us intellectual pleasure and profit, doubt- 
less there will be founds in a description of the town 
or plaee in which we live, and especially where we 
first beheld the light, circumstances far more inter- 
esting, and productive of greater pleasure, than the 
most noble actions, engraved in the history of na- 
tions, from their renoteness of time and pbce, can 
possibly excite : for while it is a delightful employ- 
ment to review the exploits of our ancestors, and to 
discover the various changes that have transpired 
in a whole nation, yet we cannot feel that genuine 
interest for any transactions (however laudable and 
important) which have been effected in days that are 
gone, as for events, though of very inferior moment, 
that occur in the time in which we live, or in scenes 
among which we dwell, and of which we are spec- 
tators. 
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VIU 

To furnish the history of Bromley to the present 
period, is the object of the following pages: nothing 
of the kind, the Writer belieyes, has appeared since 
the yesMT 1815, when Mr. Dunkin published his 
'* Outlines of the Histoi^ of Bromley." The various 
improvements that have taken place in Bromley and 
its neighbourhood, since the date of the above work, 
have not hitherto been presented to the public ; to 
afford, therefore, an account of ibose improvements, 
together with the history and antiquities of Bromley, 
the pen of the Writer is especially directed. And 
should his humble attempt contribute in the least 
possible manner to the object he has in vieWj he 
will feel more than compensated for the care he has 
employed in rendering the following pages as perfect 
as circumstances would allow. 



Bromley. 
jlpril 4th, 1832. 
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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS. 



By taking a review of the several places within 
ten mQes of the Metropolis^ and comparing them 
with Bromley and its ^iviroivts> we shall find many 
of them deficient in those natural beauties which 
charm the eye in this particular neighbourhood. 
No views however great, no scesies however en^ 
chanting, can possibly produce mora gratification 
than the scenery of Brondey is calculated to 
afford. For although it must be admitted that 
the views from any part of this place are not v^ 
extensive, yet who may not with truth affirm that 
the gase of the stranger is sooner arrested by 
the scenery of Bromley, than that of any other 
place nearer to the Capital c^ England. Here 
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the woodland and the verdant meadow combine 
to excite the most pleasing sensations^ whilst the 
numerous surrounding seats of the gentry confer 
an imposing appearance on the face of natu^. 

There was a time when the whole parish of 
Bromley must have presented a truly pleasing 
prospect^ though unadorned with those numerous 
improvements which have subsequently taken 
place^ as the greater part of the land now in the 
occupation of the Bishop of Rochester and John 
Wells^ Esq., and other land towards the Western 
extremity of the pariah^* was wholly or partially 
covered with broom, the petal of which, in the 
particular season oi the year, must have been ex- 
ceedingly beautiful, and from which it acquired 
its ancient name of Bromlega, Few vestiges of 
this broom, however, are now remaining, most of 
the ground having been taken into cultivation. 

Various mansions of antiquity that had beeomye 

delapidated have been taken down, and other 

magnificent structures erected on their sites. Im- 

• Martin's HHl. ^ 
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provements of various descriptions have taken 
place, within the last fifteen years, which certainly 
deserve particular attention. The inclosure of 
that vast tract of land Bromley Common, of 
which an account will be given in these pages, 
is a circumstance whidi, though deprecated by 
some, must impress every discemixig person, who 
contrasts its present with its former state, with 
the folly of suffering so extensive a piece of land 
to remain dormant, when it was capable of being 
built upon and cultivated to a great extent, as it 
now is. The improvements of the church, and 
oilier places, are wortliy of attention, though little 
more than cursory mention can be made of them 
in a work so limited as this, particularly as so 
many circumstances, which have never yet ap* 
peared on the recording page of history, present 
themselves to our notice. 

The prospects of the surrounding country will 
be expatiated upon as largely as the limits of our 
pages will admit ; and no more time, it is hoped, 
will be taken up in a description of natural gran- 
deur, than the scenery of Bromley deserves. 
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XX 

With these observations we shall at once pro«- 
oeed to that which the tide imports : how far the 
fbUowing pages may merit apf)robation it will be 
for the public to determine. The Writer also 
ent^tains a hope^ that if any errors should be- 
di9covered in this work^ condemnatbn will be 
less severely passed upon him in consideration of 
]4» proceeding from the pen of a very young 
man* He trusts <his obs^raticxi will be bom in 
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HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES 



or THS 



^avifiib of ]$romlts« 



' BROMLET/v says Ireland in his Histoy ^ 
Ihe County of Kent, ' is a populous and well- 
buSlt town, llie buildings continually inqreaupg. 
Its situation is pleasant and beaUhy,. and glTfs 
the name to the hundred in which it is siluata^ 
It still continues and has^m a very early period 
formed part of the demesnes of the Bishopric)^ 
of Rochester. 



ETYMOLOGY. 

It is found anciently written in Soxon^ Srom* 
tea^ and Bromleah, in Latin, BrmHlega, tigat- 
lying a field or pasture where broom grows. 



• ThtpiiM ofBranlBgroiataliif stoat 4869 sfiNS of ki^ 
15 
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2 
HISTORY OF THE MANOR. 

Elhelbert^ King of Kent^ gave to Bishop Ear- 
dulph and the Church of Rochester six furlongs 
of land in Bromley : that these lands^ or a portion 
of them, in the wars of the succeeding period 
were seized by some of the monarchs, and that 
they continued in the hands of their successors, is 
highly probable; perhaps they were so retained 
until the ninth year of the reign of King Edgar, 
A. D. 967,* when that monarch, on Bishop Alf- 
stans advancing 80 marksf of the finest gold and 
six pounds of silver, with' 30 marks of gold paid 
to the King's Prefect, granted to the Church pf 
' Rodiester and St. Andrew certain lands, contain- 
ing 10 bides, at the place then commonly known 
by flie name Mt Bromleage, termed by the men 
of Kent sulings, with all rights, profits, liberties, 
and emoluments whatever, except- the repelliBg 
invasions and repairing of bridges, &c. 

The son of Edgar, King Ethelred, caused the 

• In the 8to edkioo of Hasted, vol. 1, p. 553, is the M- 
lowing note. <*The date of this charter in the Tezlns Rof- 
f ensis is misprinted, for Sing Bdgar ^d not liegin his reign 
.tin 959, and Dnns^sn, who i%flis himself a witncflw» as Artk- 
bishop of Canterfonrj, did not come to th%t See tilt 960.7 

1 1 will not Tonch for the orthography of tliis word. A 
manoiis is snpposed to liave lieen worth about 30 Saxon 
. peBoe» or «eT«D sbiUings aad aizpei^ of <iiir mon^. 
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lands belonging to the See ^ he' laid vfsstey in 
consequence of a difference' of opinion with tW 
Bishop of Rochester; and EtheJlsine, the King's 
Minister, received a part of the same at the, King'i^ 
hands. Ethelred also, by the advice of his Min-; 
ister, took several estates from the See; but; 
iid»rwards repenting of the great injuiy the Church- 
had sustained from what he had done, declared^/ 
with much contrition^ in the year 998, in the pre- 
sence of the Convent of Rochester and his princi* 
pal nobility, that what he had dene was through. 
Ae advice of his Minister, and then restored to> 
the Church six plou^ lands here, together with, 
the benefit of the woods in the Weald.* 

• Aa uninhabited Wttte called in Saxon Weaid, signifies 
o woodif eotm/ry : by th« Britonf !t was denominated Coit 
amdfd^ from its Immenie extent, whence the Saxons gaTO it, 
the second title of Andnd coImb ; in Lathi 8Mm» omMt^, 
or tktf §riMit duu* or Jitrti, 

Opinions widely dHBer ntopeeting thie original limits of tlihi' 
woody district : some historians concelTlng that it comoMneed . 
at one place, and other writers at another, which uncertainty, 
originates in the Weald havipg Ikom tfane fo time been dimin- 
ished tbrongh the ellbrU of Indnstyy, so that at the |iresent 
day It is wholly peopled, and covered by towns, Tillages, &c. j . 
and on that account, says Mr. Hasted, it may more reasonably 
he maintained that there exists no Weald at all, than where it , 
ought to begin or end. Notwithstanding the Immense period, 
that has elapsed shwe the Weald existed, there are oertatn 
pririleges still eomected with the lands, stated as harli^. 
02 
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r A SttBOA DoUnattiof ib^ uttme of Bi^iA^ 
m/A Mii wife^ wjbm resided atMeopbam in £eo|t^ 
te eptea t hed by ibsax will^ mada ia fb^ iim i)t 

all Jkbeiip lands' at Brbmky, oiler tbe life of Biir* 
aekk, to^ Pnoiy of St Andrew a* VUnbi&^v,. 
as Elfnc^ their liord^ bad beqiieadied it fi»r l^a 
anoeslors and hioi* 

* ISteKing^sbalf-brolber^Qdo, the great Bi^^^ 
elBttfeuxj aubsequeni to the Oonqtie^t coimHeiiQed 
«to attack «poo/ and saxedtfae posaessioiK^ of the 
Gbiirdi of Rodiester at Bromley, berides vaokniii 
fithier estotess and preniiaes belonging to tW sarocil. 
The detention of these bowever^ i^ bis baAds; 
r but of sbort duration, for in the Sol^nn As*^ 



ODnHttttetf part of the lainci, Wklob iMwte the liropritton to 
dBBtdhd tftrenvoiisty for thdr hMg wlthte its limils. Aetds^ 
I privlteflres «t« the ttoo^pttyiMiil of tifli^ for wood to the 
k; the not befog amenable^ the ahitste «f woods'^ 
Mther has the lord wAsto Within the Wtetd» tiio tfaiber 
^hiwing' therieoa betoaglng' to the ledaat, whicfa ^xcfaMiOD of 
the fdfd froto the irast^ is oalM AMiI IMfWij^M. 

'"The siippositloii fa, that th« WeaM formerly extended mikh 
Ikrther than it is said to do hi the pttssnt day; and thit ft 
oKgiball J eomSteneed at WtaMhotiea, in Soasex, and oo6a|>ied 
m miles Is extant and 96 In bmhUht It is howerer, at pro. 
stet, mtrletod to far more dremnscrlbed ttsrito* Irfiojii^ 
VM: 4, p. 746 and 747. 

'<•- Th^Bidtoprief Rosheslsr, before the Conqnest^ weia 
I of ithe toandr of 8ovihBcot>la Ksat 
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aembly of the whole County, held A. D. 1076; 
by the King's comniand at Penenden Hieath, 
Archbishop Lanfranc* recovered thiem again. 
He afterwards restored them to Bishop Gimdulph 
and the Church of St. Andrew at Rochester : ac- 
cordingly this estate was entered under the gene- 
ral title of the Bishop of Rochester's Jjands, in 
the survey in Doomsday Book, in the year 1080^ 
and the above donation was ratified by several 
succeeding Ardibishops. - * 

Bromley, in the reign of Edward the Confessor, 
continued to be estimated at six sulings : it' is not 
clear that the whole of them were received'by the 
Bishop of Bayeux, but it is pretty well ascertained 
that only three were returned to the Churdi of 
Rochester^ after the above adjudication.f On a 

• Archbishop Lanfrano died A. D. 1089, after baTsng Mlt 
is years, and waa buried in the East end of bis Cathedra), 
near the wall on the South aide, by the Chapel of the Holy 
Trinity : but after the fire in 1174, hit body was removed aii4 
placied nig^h the Altar of St. Martin in the nave of the Chnrdi* 
He wrote aeveral Works which were printed in folio by 
Dacherins, hi Paris, A. D. 1648. HarrU, p. 620. 

f At the time of the surrey^ Bromley was entered in 
Doomsday Book^ as follows, under thie article 

TIRRA BPI ROTOBSTRB. 

lade* eps* ten* Bronlei IN BRONLEI HUND. p. tL solins 

, * Th« manDer in which tha MTTey vu taken, will appear upon rafar. 
. asoe to the hittory of Blcaetar, and other workat alao i^ the fcraaermay 

be taaa a tell expkBatioa of the Tariooa tanna, fce. ^pada nsa of U 

Doamtday Book. 

ca 
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tiiiti^tioii of this Bishop of Rochester's manors in 
iSOHf 40th^ Heniy IH.^ a jury returned on oath, 
AatrBrotnlfty, as Aen let to ftrin, ivas wot& £28. 
p^lixmum: Aat the buiidings eould not be sixs^ 
tained but from the reiit, because the arehle lands 
^id' not repay flie necessary eiq)eiio^ laid out 
aimuaUy upon them; and further^ that Ae 1»tild- 
mgB required the expence of sixty diilKngs yearly. 
' And again, at the latter end of the above reign, 
Thomas de Mapeham, Sacrist of the Church oi 
Kochester, and others, being sworn and afterwards 
.lexamined: before the master of Stroud Hospital, 
o6mmissi(»ied for that purpose by the Pope^s le- 
gate, ooncemtng the Talue of the Bishop's manors^ 
laffimned, that the ma]K>r of Bromky, was wiarih 
in amiual rent, as well in mon^ as in hens, eggs, 
~and ploughshares, the sum of £24. 16t. ; that 
the manbr had' two ploughs, though there were 

■e4efd T. R. E. & mo. p. HI. Tra'e Xlll, car/ In duo gnat 
II. oar & XXX uilU. cb' X%yi bord hnt XI car Ibi ittoM 
.f|e>IVi9okl& XU ftc'pti StUwcporc T.R, E.&.pMta alait XII 
lib.^ X aol. modo XVIU lib. & tarn* reddii XXI l)ib. II 
•oUdmiDoa. 

TrOMtlatiom, 
In BrMilei bnttdred. The same Bp, holda Bronl^ wft 
taxed at 6 ■nlinga T« R« £• and aovr at 3.^ The arable land 
. i8'13 eamcatet s ^ demesne are 2 oarHcatee tmd 30 vUUilna, 
with 20 borderera haTing^ 11 eamcatea; there it one mill of 
4tf. and 2 acres of meadow, wood for the {Mnnagpe of 100 hogs 
T. R. £. and afterwards was warth £12. 10»* bow £18. nid 
yet it yields £21. all but 2f« 
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not^ in reality^ two plough lands ; that Ai^ w^ 
•tiot, tog^er with the pasture gtovaxd, wordi ngare 
than 60^. 10c?. per aimum^ on accoiint of tiie 
aterilitf of theland; and that there was one ntiU, 
SBom whieh were reomved 2 marks per annum'; 
Slum total £29. 3#. 6d. In a valuation whieh 
' todt place some time Bubaeqii^t to the aboite^ the 
manor of Bromley was estimated at 50 marks. 
« It appearedon a taxalim of tibe manors belong- 
ing to the Bishop of Rochester, made in> the S^Oth 
fyear of ifae tei^i of King Edw«rd I., A. D. \2&ly 
that at Bromley the Bidiop had fSSS, lO$.mtmiA» 
jof asdze; 8s. in pkn^hflliares ; m hens lia.Sd.:; 
and that there vfste two, vaSis* worlh 40if. per 
aoDum; andtwDcarucatesdf land worth 6Q«« per 
ODnum; andin the profits of herds and live stot^ 
13^. 4d. '; in reliefs, heriots, and other perquimtoi 
t)f court, 20s.; in pannage 5$. ; in eggs Is.'; in 
<tfae aale of' wood 20s. ; and from a educate, of 
Jand tet to farm Is. 4d. 

An ancient M. S. in the Cottonian labrary obn- 

■ .1 . . . " . Ill > I . II ■ II ».. i l I i < r . M l I , .1 w I ■ , 

* Part of one of thete raillB, though not uied ai snch, ttUl 
'«iiBts on the KareMbminii At the period vt Doomaday It 
>waa aaadfor dia f»^paae aT gvindlnii^ com; It »l««MDa^tiiie 
•ftdrwarda xonreHei. lo^a paper aittW Sad oiad aa aac|i far. n 
'cooaiderablfr thne; afterwardai ila nMcfainery waa «aa4for 
poUahlng mirrora : at thia time theaa preoilaea were In the oc- 
-enpalloa af M eaank FoatlMHai -Glaaa Maavfeotwai^ af the 
^aaitad^ijoaSoa* TkHfrMa nmr» Immmmf snRsli <pi|fovad, 
attlto thitjmmii«4)r4ff. QHksL. , 
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tains Ae f(^6wing gtatement of what du^i to be 
left on the maoor^ on the death or trahdation of 
every Bishop. 

** There ought to remain at Bromle^e, on the 
Bishop's manor^ 1 cart-horse, valne 13s. 4</.; 16 
oxen; 4 stallions; 8 cows.; 1 bull; 100 ewe sheep; 
5 rams; 5 sows; 2 boars; 25 hogs of one year 
dd ; that seed for the land ou^t to be found, or 
paid for out of the assets of die deceased ; also 
that one carter and one harrower ought to be 
maintained out of the said assets; that there ought 
to remain sundry utensils and household furniture, 
such as tables, casks, pots,' &c. But these things, 
as well as diose on the other manors of the Bishop, 
being in the custody of the Archbishop, were, 
during the vacancy of the See, either destroyed 
or lost ; but now, by the long vacancies of the See, 
or the reservations of that of Rome, they will be 
all made away with or lost, and the buildings 
themselves will probably run to ruin, the tempo- 
rals be diminished, and the woods destroyed!*' 
. In the 21st King Edward I., Thomas de Wold- 
ham, Bishop of Rochester, claimed certain liber- 
ties, vi«; the return of the King'swrits, assize of 
bread and ale, view of frank-pledge^ and pleas 
of Withernam,* in his manor of Bromley, as well 

" ill • M il ' M , . • Y l 

•^ <* Plaotto de Yftlto namio,** ^ WHkernan, In the takin|; 
or drifing a DbtreM to a hold, or oat of tlie Coiuty, to that 
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ct^lm &mxieomtB9iB thdae'of llie paraoo of tlut 
pa;riiib; ondjie ooraphiiiied that the Minuit^ ii 
^soixdey> Abel.de.Siaint Matti*, caoaed^ in lil|if» 
mfigmgt,. ixofffc^mdoJU to. be levied ttpeo Hm 
tpoanto of Ms. Churchy iiv:faea it happaied ^f 
vtem anl^cce4 at tbe Biduq>'s yieiir of Broioley, for 
bareakii^ the said assiae : iiatwithstandihg whicb^ 
the Bishop causing the ^ame^to be levied by ^ 
haUiffit too, the tenants were twloe punished for 
the same default. Wberei^Kih, th^ jury foijaid^ 
vfoa oath^lii^tiheBf&op hada right to the said 
liLbertiea,.aiid that he found his Church seised of 
ihetp upon his coming to it: upon ii»l^<^, the 
I^urson sabn)ttted> and ws» fin^ half a ma^k. 
The saniB year the Bishop was summoned to aja- 
siKer the Ein^ in a plea of quo warranto,* why. 
he cilainied tfaaabore privileges, &cl As to the^ 
retorn of writs^ he answered that the manor waff^ 
within the precincts of the Archbishop, and Aat 
the baili& of the Bishop received such return by 
ibe Iiands of the Archbishop's bailiff; therefore 
he prayed judgemed;, &c.. As to the otiier li^^ 
berties^ tiia Bishop replied that bis predeeassorSy. 

the Sbertf esBaal sfpoa fi y l < pfa sake deUverj^tlMrMC4* Ibe- 
part j^ 4fartimteed. 

. • Qao VTwranto to a writ agaliitt a peracMi dr cif|Ni tt itk tf 
tkaioaofpi aoyftaadOaeorlibev^agaiail tike Kiiiir» a»tet 
hiwM fcit^ lariaett gffilia UiteitaotdCT toebBfa tka a»»r pef 
to allow by vlist fiflil or lllte lie Mda or daiina Mwb QdihwU^ 
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beyofid all memory^ liad these lilierties in the 
said mapor, and h^d eiiyoyed them mthont inter*' 
ruption; on which the Jurc»*9^ after conttderaticm^ 
foii&d a verdict for the Biflh(^: and tibie,r8oen*d 
of these pleas^ at therequei^t of John de Sb^ttiey^ 
Bishop of Rochester, was exemplified by imspexm ' 
imus under tlie Great :Sea], July lOth^ 30th 
King Edward lU,, A. D. 1355. 

In 1320, 14th Edward IL, Bishop Homo de 
Heth was necessitated to sell the. woods of Mm- 
stead, in Bromley^ for 200 marks, to pay the 
debts which his Church had incurred inspliciting 
its afffidrs at the Church of Rome. . : 

In &e 25th and 26th of Henry ¥!*> the Bidiop 
had confirmed to him all former iimrteacB and 
liberties, besides the additional gcmt of a weekly 
market on a Thursday, in his manor of. Binmley, 
and one &ir in the Tillage on die feast <af St: 
James the Apostle, and another within his manor 
Ml the day of St Blaize.* 

During the great Rebellion in 1646, on the 
abolition of Archbishops and Bishops, wheu their 
lands and possessions were T^rted in trustees to 
satisfy the debts due from the State> the manor of 

• These fairs, since the alteration of the calendar, hav«. 
Iieen held on the 5th pf Angnat, and the 14th of February. 
Lsmbard, in his Perambulation of Kent, 1586, sajrs <*The fhira 
of Bromley are hM on the 1st of February' being St. Brid- 
get*s day, and the 25th of July being St. JaoMs* day.** 
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Bromley, as part of the possessions of flie Bish- 
opAck of Rochester, was sold iii 1648, to Augus- 
tine Skinner, for the sum of £5665.. llr. lid.; 
in which situation it remained till the restcfration 
of Charles 11. in 1660, when it reverted back, 
with Aie palace, to its lawful owner, in the per- 
^son of Dr. Jcbn Warner,* Bidiop of Rochester; 
. and in his successors they continued, being now 
in the possession of the Right Reverend the Lord 
Bishop of the Diocese. 

It does not appear that after this period any- 
fhingspeciaUy connected with the manor, or any 
infrifig^nait of Ibe manorial rights, took place; 
. but in the 4<li year of the reign of George III.^ an 
act was ptt8ed,ifitituled'^'An Act firiefxtinguiiA- 
• ing ^iri|^t of common in, over, and upon certain 
commonable lands and grounds within the manor 
and parish of Bromley, in the county of Sent'* 



THE PALACK 

Apehbidiiop Limfiranc^ as before observed, res- 

.tl^ved the possessiions of tlie Church of Rodiester, 

at Brcttnley; to Bishop Guadulph, after the Alasem- 

'bly on Penenden Hetfth in 1076, and the' origm 

• of the mansion or palace is generally ascrtt^ to 

• Tb« Fwuierfif Bnal«gr CoUcfe. 
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diis Bi&op, /wlb IB reported to iia^e been tfie 
gmut^t Ardiitact ia exiitenoe ni iSbe disfs of tile 
Ccniqueror/ The eroctiatt of the palace inortpird- 
baUy condaeiioed soon after the resbi^coi b^ 
ilj!^lnflllop Lanfhrnc^buiit appears to h^m heen 
bui a Tery inootrrenieiit beiSlaBAon, md m 1184 
beoanie ^ ndiumi^ dmt Bubop Gcilbett de.Gla»- 
wi3ie, #iMloeiBor to Bidic^ WaUei»n^ ibond it 
ftbs^lulely ^eoeattHy to reimild Ihe sam^ yikiA 
be did in a more commodioda sniuiiii^, 

Roger Ford^ Abbot of Glastonbury^ a mm of 
great learning «ldeloqiietoB^ was kilM al; this 
palaoe in ibe lime of Biriiop hiv/^t^oe de St 
MjBJr&i, on a journey whii:;b he und^lbek io de- 
fend fti^ ti^ of his Chttrdb; A. D. 1366.^ ' 

"Hie Bidiops having constatilly resrfed bt this 
pdai^ snioe &e Reformation^ it has consequently 
rtceived'maiiy. additions a)id alt»*aticms, effected 
at different periods. Bii^op Sprat, in the year 
1669, by license for that purpose from the Arch« 
bishop of Canterbury, pulled down and rebupli 
the old Chapel, besides engaging in and com-^ 
pieting ae^ercd other Ta^ eonsiderable nepaars^ 
WidfelUs BUhop r^^ed a(t tiie palci^> a |Weh* 
nent' wai loiund in a &>irar-pot, fi^g^ by a 
maspitiity, df whiGh fiidiop Sprat prinlted im 
ioeoikt in a^At^pia^, entitled '^A Rdaiton^f 
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ike mtked e&tUrita/^e ef Btepheii BfSekhead 
mid Robert Vm^g^dgai^iheLwes^^iiital 
PetBom^ By forging a* Asseeidiibn inder ikeir 
idnd$r 

of money ~on this edifice; imt 6ne of 1^ gi^fest 
benefeetor? to it was Bicbbp Wilcox, wbbsei re- 
pavatioB of die bmldingi^, and improvemexit ei 
ike prambes; waa execoited in a Teiy ^tegisr^ 
banner; dEbr which, it lemaih^d, with Kttkf 
altemtaori, ISil Dr. llicnniHs, on his promotion to^ 
the See in' 1774, findii^ the house mudi -dilopi- 
dflfted, pnlledihe whole of it doWn, asid erecfi^^ 
a neait biiok edifice on .thesite of th($ oM pda^;^ 
which now forms the residence; during a p^ of 
the year; of the poresent Bi&^p. 

The palait^ is most pleasantly situated abayt^ a^ 
quarter of a mile from the town, on the JSe^tem- 
side, endoeed ina smaft' but neat parky in Whiefr 
A^sw^eidLtreeiofgreatohiamentd beauty/ Thts'^ 
palace is the' only one belon^ng to the S^ of 
Rochester.f 

la the grounds'bdcmging and neir toibe palaoe 
is a spring, cdled St Blaze's Well', WUUi hkd 
aheiently great resort; on account of its medicinal 
virtues, and an oratory annexed, dedicated to the 

■*.. A 7^w Pf wttlch may'b^ weea inBigM^ Kent, 
t Ireland. 

D 



y Google 



14 



aboye mentioned saint It was patticularly fre^ 
qijiented at WhitsuntidOj on account of a remission 
of forty days' enjoined paianee, to such asi^ould 
visit this chapel, and ofier up their orisons, in the 
three holy days, of Pentecost. The orat(»y falling 
to ruin at the Reformation, the well was also dis- 
used, and the site, in ^ process of time, became 
totally forgotten; and so continued till the spring 
was again disoovcared in 1754,* by means of -a 
yellow sedin^entf remainingin the track of a small 
current leading thonce to the comer of the moat, 
with the water of which it used to mingle. In 
digging round the well, there were found the 
remains of the old steps, made of oak {dank, 
which appeared to have lain under ground for 
centuries. The water of this spring is chalybeate, 

' * Such it the positive assertion of Hatted : notwithstandiog 
which, Wilson says «The well dedicated to St. Blaslus is 
about 300 yards North-west of the mineral spring, in a field > 
near the road, with seven oak trees in a cluster, on an eleTated 
%pot of ground adjoining.** And Dunkin says f< I have been 
informed that the present Bishop is of the same opinion; 
though to me this well appears to have been originally de- 
igned to supply the a^olning moat.** Whether this well is, 
or is not, that which was dedicated to St.. Blasins, is not, nor 
ever will be, clearly ascertained. But 1 am inclined to think 
Mr, Dunkin is not wrong in the inference he has drawn as. to 
the original design. 

t This. sediment, it is reported, was 6nrt observed by 
Mr. Harwood, the Bishop*s Caiaplaiii* 
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and rises at the foot of a decliyity at a smalk^dis- 
tance eastward from the palace of the Bishop ; 
ibte soil through which it passes is gravely and it 
issues iimnediately from a bed of pure white sand; 
This water, being foimd a good chalybeate, was, 
by order of the Bidiop, immediately secured from 
the mixture of other springs, and enclosed, in 
hopes it might proye beneficial to such as should 
partake of it; since which, numbers of people, 
especially of the middling and poorer class, have 
been remarkably relieved from various infirmities 
and diseases, not only afflicting but sometimes 
dangerous* 

Mr. Thomas Reynolds, formerly of this town, 
surgeon, analyzed the water of this well, and 
described its qualities as similar to those of Ton-' 
bridge Wells. 

The present Bishop of Rodiesterf has made 

• Ireland, toI. 4, p. 624. 

f Timt beneTolence may make its appearance in Tarioiis 
ways, has erer been unirersaUy admitted 5 and it is highly 
probable that his lordsbipi the Bishop of Rochester, was con-, 
▼inced of the tmth of the abore observation, when }ie so 
liberally granted a piece of ground for cultivatton to several 
of the poor inhabitants of Bromley. This useful manner of 
assisting the necessitous is deserrlng much commendation. 
The (rfgect for which pecuniary relief is oftentimes afibrded, 
being nearly as fre^ently frustrated by misapplication : but 
in the cultivation of a pleeeof ground, the time and labour 
devoted are generaUy productive of that money, whidi is 
afterwards profitably expended. • 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 
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yaiipus improyiemeiEits^ not only to &fi })U]ldii)ga^ 
but also to the p^l^aiid grounds; for^o^^pa>unt 
of the palace having beei^ l^i sel4om visitejd by 
Dr^ King, the late Bi^hpp^ th^ band of Tin^ had 
made great hayocic oi| the premifes^ and (hie 
grounds^ were reduced tp a disordered st$ite: the 
i^ole npw, howeviBr, are i^ ieit$5eil?nt pon^kiQQj 
Olid. t}ie acaie from the lavp^.at the back of th^ 
palace^ though very limited, is yet truly romantic. 



PESCRIPTION OF THE TOWN AND 
ITS IMPROVEMENTS. 

The town of Bromley, though it has been 
improved by various additional buildings, is not 
the part of the parish which would justify tiie 
assertion, that Bromley can boast of beauties 
with which many other places are not privileged. 
This Parish is very pleasantly situated oi| an 
eminence; its distance from London is ten miles; 
and through it is the principal road from London 
to Hastings. The place is interspersed with many 
handsome seats and buildings, which are chiefly 
the residences of persons of opulence: no parish 
perhaps, considering its short dist^oe from the 

• <>|i the grpupclp pf Uie Bishop in a qeitt form li9H8f, oc^a- 
pied by hit lordthip'8 bailiff. 
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Metropolis, and that coaches pass through it 
almost every hour in the day, could afford a more 
desirable retreat from the hurry and bustle of 
Town; besides which- it is rendered peculiarly so, 
on account of its pleasant and healthy situation. 

Bromley consists principally of one street,* ex- 
tending a considerable distance along the turn- 
pike road. The Workhouse, erected in 1731, 
stands on the Western side of the street, in tlie 
entrance from London, and the College on the 
Eastern : in about the centre of this street is a 
very neat row of houses, having the Church on 
the right, and the BeUinnf on the left hand. 

The town of Bromley is principally inhabited 
by respectable tradesmen; and there is consider- 
able business carried on, chiefly occasioned by 
the gentry of the neighbourhood.^ 

• Some writers bave described Bromley to cooaist of two 
principal streets, bat wbere they found two streets I am 
unable to imagine. Perhaps they concefye the old adag^ 
'** The historian should be just,**' not applicable to the person 
who profeiises to give the history of Bromley 5 if so 1 must 
'be allowed to differ firom them, and would say ** Be truth our 
sole aim, and' error oar only fear,** though some there are 
«* fences errore suo.** 

t These premises are now undergroing ?ery eztensi?e 
'alterations, and I belkVe that some additions to the building 
are contemplated. 

% Bromley, perhaps, at no one period of time, was in so 
erreat a state of affluence, as when James Scoikt, Esq. punu^d 
his justly celebrated professional arocatloBS in this town 4 foi^ 

d3 
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The footways of the town are extremely well 
paved; but It is much to be regretted^ t]iat in a 
place like Bromley^ (the high road through whicb 
winding in a very awkward directioQ by the 
Market Place^) no plan has been cpntjnued for 
lifting: tibie tomi by night. The iovfn, aome few 
years ago, was partially lighted by public subr 
scription, but even this is now entirely abandoned: 
no accidents however, of a serious nature, have 
lately opcurred.* At each of the prii^cipal inn^ 
a lamp may be seen> but which> on'ac(»unt of 
their being scarcely aiiy more, serves only, during 
the winter season, to render ^' darkness visible.'' 

'on accduiit of the rast nuiaber of gentry who had placed 
thamieWes under the cace of thia genUemfla here, Br^ml^y 
carried an appearanoe which,, anfortunatcly, is no longei^ to be 
seen. How far I am^oorr^ct in saying that James Scott, Esq. 
conferred many 1>eneittB upon this place, let the regret that 
was felt at his leaving it testify. 

• On the 20th day of May, 1830, the royal assent was given 
to an Act intituie(| ** An Act to improve the road through the 
town of Bromley, in the C^^nnty of Kent.'^ This act wa^ 
j>assed for t^e purpose of altering the road so as to avoid the 
present circuitous route by the Market Place : whether this * 
act will ever come into operation or not, is very questionable. 
The Trustees of the road, however, have t^^e years allowed 
them to complete the improvements they have in cont^pla- 
tion : and all that can be said upon the subject is, that aa 
alteration of such a dangerous piece of/oad, Is highljr de- 
sirable, and it in hoped that the Trustees will not for^^ an 
improvement, wliich is now. in tbeir power to^ afford the 
public. 
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IMPROVEMENTS IN THE TOWN, &c. 

In attempting to record the alterations vfi^i^ 
;hay6 talsm placetvin tbe town of Bromley and its 
lieij^bQurbood, much difficulty may be presmned 
Ipbpfelt. 

_ Pir^tj^Epm tbe r^^I^ction of llieir teing a 
po£i$ibility that spm^ things, which may be consi- 
.f^d in^^^m^ntSa hsiyo not been noticed* 
* Secondly,— on account of some of tihie alterar 
;tions whi^ have t^k^ plftpe not he^ig cc^dered 
JmproY^inents. 

, A^d iWidJy^^fi>r.tlte i^asfon that ^ame may 
jftS9jBit, Hmt m,mf!er&^ d&smfiksx ooly is giren. 
In answer to these, tlie Writer would say, he 
is pot aware that any ti\mg, which coidd reason- 
ably be cpnsidejced an in^jrovement to the town 
' cr ^igbbourhood, ha^ bec^i passed without obser^ 
Tatipn ;-^^t what one p^^on nmy consider an 
|)aipi:oyement, another way view in quite a difl^- 
ept Ji^t :-r^«pd that (to advance the truth) every 
j3^m h not an equaliy warm acbnirer of those 
ii}t(ei»ti<»^, wbich hove pakeia place arcnuid torn. 
The geneml improvements of the town of 
Promley which have tskea place within the last 
16 years, may be described as very considerable. 
And filsa those whidi have been 'eflbcled k its 
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neighbourhood. Between the Swan and Bell Inns, 
<»n the Western side, was erected, in the year 1825, 
a very neat and commodious Methodist Chapel,- 
held under a lease, for a certain term of years, of 
and from a Mrs. Jennings : this building stands 
on the site of scttnepremiises which ^i^fere formerly 
in the occupation of Mr. William Tatton, de- 
ceased. Several time-stricken houses in the Mar- 
ket Square, and other parts of the town, have 
been taken down, and others, of a neat descrip- 
tion, built. 

In the year 1823 an engine-house was erected 
adjoining the watch-house: the town is not with- 
out a good, though smsftl engine, the usefulness 
x)f which has been manifested upon many passing 
occasions. 

The greatest ornament, perhc^, to thid place, 
is the White Hart Inn, which has undergone sb 
•extensive m alteration, that it now forms on6 off 
the neatest buildings of the kind on tile road 
Aom London to Hastings : the whole of the old 
front has been taken down, and tfte pres«it stands 
back from the road tibout 28 feet: both sides of 
the house being circular, a good carriage-drive is 
formed, and the inconvenience that was experi- 
enced before the improvement took place, is now 
entirely removed. 

The interior of this house is fitted up in an 
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elegant manner^^uBd confers much credit on the 
present occupier; but thcapadous aaMmUy^room 
at this inn^ has been deprive^ of that noble ap- 
pearai^ce which it fonaeily xHsplayed^ on accomii 
of a part having been con^^rted to other purposes. 
The buildings adjoining ih^ premises of the 
Rev. Mr« Hibbert, on the Southern side^ have 
9U been eseoted within the last five years; whieh^ 
together with the house now occupied by Mr* 
Barrett, be^X)9V on Bromley an umfonnity of ap- 
pearance^ which nothing short of such numerous 
improvements* cotdd afibrd. 



JUSTICES IN THE DIVISION AND 
THEIR RESIDENCES. 

John W^LLS^Esq.^ CAatVma^^Biekley^Bromley^ 
Joseph Bersns^ Esq.^ Chairman of the JVe$t 

Kent Sessions, Kevington, St. Mary Cray. 
The Right Hon. Lord Bexlby^^ Foofs Cray 

Place, Foot's Cray. 
The Right Hon. Lord Viscoimt Sydney, Frog^ 

nall^ Chislehurst 



* The groundy on which a greater part of these premises 
now stand, was, l>efore the erections, nsed as a gpevden, and 
in the po8scssi«n of Mr. HIbbert. 
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The Rev. Sir Charles Francis FARNABY^Bart^ 

Wickham Rectory. 
John Ward, Esq., Holwood, Kestoo. 
The Rev. Thomas Scott, Bromley College. 
James Chapman, Esq., St. Paul's Cray Park* 
JamIbs Chapman, Jun. Esq., IHtto. 
Emanuel Goodhart, Esq., Langley Park. . 
Bertie Cornelius Cator, Esq., Mount Mascal, 

North Cray.. 
Thomas LE^nN,E8q.,The Hollies, near Blthanu 

their sittings. 

First Monday in the month at the Bell Iim, 
Bromley; third Monday in the month at the 
White Lion Inn, Famborough; last Monday in. 
the month at the. Tiger's Head Inn, Foot's Cray. 
Clerk to the Justices, Mr. R. B. Latter. 



POST OFFICE. 

The post goes every day to and from London, 
(Saturdays excepted.) It comes in about a quar- 
ter after nine o'clock in the evenii^, proceeds 
immediately on for Sevenoaks, and returns through 
Bromley to London about a quarter before five 
o'clock in the morning. 

Post Master, John Acton. 
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THE MARKET. 

' The market of Bromley was granted to the 
Bishop of Rochester in the 26th year of the reign 
of Henry VI., to be held weekly* within his 
inanor. This market, there is but little doubt, was 
formerly resorted to for every kind of provisions, 
but within the last fifteen years it has not been so 
w^ll supplied and attended as before that period: 
it is held on a Thursday weekly. The market 
house is built chiefly of wood, and is not very 
commddious: the lower part of it is used by per- 
sons who attend tlie market as a place of sale : 
there is a large room above, part of which is 
separated, and used by the Commissioners of the 
Court of Requests, for recovery of amoimts under 
£5., who assemble and hear causes every alternate 
Thursday ; the other part is frequently used for 
sales by auction. 

THE FAIRS. 

' Tliere are two annual fairs, one on the 14th of 
February, and the other on the 5th of August; 
each is well supplied with catfle. 

• Sbme little time ago an attempt waa made to establish a 
monthly maricet for cattle, which met with bnt little sncceia, 
and was shortly diicontinned. 
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BOARDING SCHOOLS. 

In BroMey there sire several good {private 
schook. The establialhment cotidncted by Mr. 
Rawes 19 very extensive^ and bats existed for 
more ihm a cetitmy. The R^. Mr. Nt^W^iS 
receives a select* number of young gentlemm* 
There ai^ two other eatabli^ments, one kept by 
tiie Rev^ Mr. Hibbert, end the other by th^ 
Rev. Mr. TuRNBULL. llie boardkig sc^obl nb# 
in die possession of Mrs. BLAXidANby is lli&onfy 
one of t^brity for young ladies; that of Mrs. 
Caalrlin's havkig etosed 1» eldst, on aciootint <^ 
ftat lady'd removal from Bromley. 



MEETING HOUSE. 

Near the Market Place, on the.Ncaltem side;- 
is a small meeting house, belonging, with other 
property,* to Mx. William Isard, and held by 

« Jft'tlie etenwig «f the Ut'4ay of Jirijr, ICttS, m «xteiui7e 
fire brok& ovt, by accident, oo the prevSaeB of ICr. tard,' 
which proved destmctiye to the greater part of them. Hie 
foriona element, on th!i oficasion, filled the whole of the 
people d^TftfrtdWlTorBroiiiley with alarm, beyond that they 
had ever ei^perienced ; npthing of the kind, to such an extent. 
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certain Trustees^ under a lease from Mr. Isard^ 
for a term of 99 years^ at an annual rent of £21. 
The chapel is supplied by preachers* from tfie 
London Itinerant Society^ and the congregation 
has, within the last few years, increased so much, 
that subscriptions, to a very large amount, have 
been raised for erecting a building more commo- 
dious, which the Trustees have the power to do, 
by taking down the present chapel and other 
premises adjoining, by virtue of a covenant, ex- 
pressly for that purpose, inserted in the lease. 



STAGE COACHES. 

A convenient .communication is held with the 
Metropolis by means of the stage coaches : one 
of which leaves Bromley at "Eight o'clock in the 
Morning for Charing Cross; one at twenty 
minutes after Ei^t for Gracechurch Street; and 

haying happened within the recollection of the oldest inha- 
bitant; and had the wind, which was then blowing hard at 
the Sottth.wcstem point, been in a contrary direction, the 
ftames must inevitabl j have reached the acyohiing premises ; 
as it was, great danger in that respect was apprehended, and 
the united exertions of the inliabitants of firomlej, on that 
occasion, ought nerer to be forgotten. 

• Among whom have appeared many exemplary and excel- 
lent men. 

B 
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two at Nfaie o'clock, one to Cliaring Cross, and 
the other to Gracechurch Street. The coach that 
leaves Bromley at Eight in the Morning for Lon- 
don, returns at Twelve, and leaves Bromley again 
at Two, returning in the Evening at Eight. The 
other coaches return at Five and Six in the 
Evening* At Five in the Evening a pair-horse 
coach also leaves Bromley for Charing Cross, and 
returns from tlience at Eleven the following day. 
On Sundays, during the summer season, the 
whole of these coaches, with the exception of the 
latter, make two journeys to London. 



BROMLEY COMMON. 

THE ENCLOSURE. 

We now mention, as an improvement whidi 
ought never to he lost sight of, particularly by 
those who enjoy its immediate benefits, the en- 
closure of Bromley Common,* which took place 
in the year 1822. Little, before this was effected, 
was found on so dreary a tract of land, to gratify 
the curiosity of the lover of novelty. A, fetw years 
ago^ from the Plough Imi, for a considerable dis- 
tance along the road, there Vfras scarcely a house 

• On this CommoD there are about 87 houses. 
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to he seen to cheer die benighted traveller; there 
T^ere, it is true, at the extremity of the Common 
a few scattered cottages, these may have served 
a& a relief to the eye of the stranger while viewing 
so extensive a space of unproductive soil. ITiere 
is a peculiar pleasure arising from a recollection • 
of the various changes of importaiice which haVe 
beeii effected from tiWe to time, even though we 
only read of such; how much more gratifying then 
must it b6, to look back to a period when such a 
material change was made, in the neighbourhood, 
for the great b(aiefit of a portion of its inhabitants. ' 
A few years ago, the whole of Bromley Common 
was uncultivated, and that part of it formerly 
cftlled Prince's Plain, and indeed other parts, were 
covered with furze, rushes, and various kinds of. 
heath. 

la the year 1823, the road, which formerly 
branched off by the seat late in the possession of 
Major Rhode, was, by an order of the Justices,^ 
diverted and turned, the land stopped up, and 
has since been enclosed with a wooden fence* 
The course of the new road here is rather winding, 
but the old f oad was not only drewy, but afibrded 
eVeiy facility for the commission of robberies.* 

* Near this apot^ some yean ago» there atood a tree of im- . 
n6BM olreniarereiice^ tommoiAf called ^BagrgarV Boili,* prd- 
baJMy froBLtfae feet of tttf btiAgr a pkuM of aeoreay for lilgli« 
waymen and footpada. 

s2 
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Near the extremity of the Common^ on the 
road to Sevenoaks^ there have been made^ since 
the enclosure^ two other roads^ one of which, on 
the right hand side^ branches off for Keston Mark, 
and the other to some cottages on the South-east 
side of the Common. 

< Oakley Farm, near to which is the old road 
above mentioned, was formerly the property of 
Mr. Brotherson,and afterwards of Capt Milford, 
it was subsequently occupied by Mr. Potts, 
and afterwards sold by Admiral Comwallis to 
die above named Major Rhodes by whom it was 
occupied for a considerable time; it is now in 
the occupation of — Walton, Esq. This seat has 
been much improved, and now presents a very 
pleasing appearance. 

Adjoining these premises is the mansion of 
George Warde Norman, Esq., which was pur- 
chased, after being in the possession of various 
persons, by James Norman, Esq. This edifice 
underwent many judicious alterations after it came 
into the hands of the latter gentleman, and by 
whom it was considerably enlarged and improved.* 

The pleasure grounds of this seat are extremely 
tasteful, and, with the addition of a handsome 
sheet of water, which passes through the grounds 

• George Nomum, Esq., the father of the present poMeMor, 
was a Magistrate! in the Division of Bromlej, for upwards of 
thirty years. 
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at Ad back part of tfie honm, together with the 
excdlent arrangement of the plantations^ cannot 
fail to excite that just cfegree of gratificatiott,- 
t^hich such a seene is competent to afford. 

Near this is the excellent establishment for a 
select number of young ladies^ under the direetiotr 
of Miss Shepherd.* This house was formeriy 
tiie residence of Thomas Chase^ Bsq.^ a gentler- 
man who narrowly escaped with life, amidst the 
ruins of Lisbon, in which city he resided at ther 
memorable earthq^uake of 1775. About the year 
1746, this house was in fte possession of Mr. 
Bull, and some years subsequent in the occupa- 
tion of F. T. Martin, Esq. The grounds at- 
tached to this building are not extensive, but well 
arranged, and the premises are particularly neat. 

On that part of Bromley Common which was 
formerly called Shooting Common, there have 
been erected numerous houses of genteel structure 

• The father of this lady waitf the avthor of a work entitled 
^ A critical and practical eluaidation^f the Book ofCom^ 
mon Prayer,^ The first volume was pabtiphed during the 
life-time of the author, but the second Yolume being left^ 
trough hi« deeetoe, ifr an unftnlshed ^me^ was complete^ 
(as I have been informed) by the above lady, who added a 
Biographical Memoir of the author, which all who have 
fknataed must admire for the elegant terseness of Ua diction, 
a* wen as for the candonr of its observations, in reference to 
one BO nearly allied to the Biographer. 
e3 
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and appearanoe^ tiiose of Belle Vue Place, and 
others immediately adjoining, claiming the pre- 
emin^ice. 

The vast number of neat cottages which have 
been^built by Mr. Barrett, as far as the delightful 
residence of Mr. Ebbutt, add very much to the 
improv^nent of this portion of the parish. In 
the spring of the year and summer, the situation 
of this delightful spot must be really desirable; 
and, considering its proximity to the Metropolis/ 
it is surprising that a portion of the ground still 
r^nains unbuilt upon^* 



SOUTHBOROUGH. 

Southborough is principally remarkable for the 
tradition of its having anciently been the court 
of a Baron, who possessed and exercised the 
power of judging capital as well as minor offences. 

At a farm, lately in the occupation of Mr. 
Alexander, but now much improved and in the 
possession of Abraham Welland, Esq., the aged 



• That part of tbe parfah of Bromlej called MaMm'i HUl, 
ia alio very macfa improved firom the extremely neat erections 
that have taken place within the laat few months. 
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inhabitants reported that there was formerly a 
gate-house^ the windows of whidi were strongly 
grated with iron bars^ and that it had been used 
as a prison ; and further, as if for the purpose of 
increasing surprise to its utmost hei^t, affirmed 
that, at a more remote period^ there stood a 
eourt4iouse on the premises, and that executions 
occasionally took place on a spot not far distant 
As, however, notldng in the shape of history or 
otherwise can be found to support, in tlie slightest 
degree, any such assertions, and as this place 
constitutes a part of the manor belonging to Che 
Bishop of Rochester, I agree with Mr. Dunkin, 
mid must say there is very little doubt that the 
whole of the above report is anything but true, 
or, at least, exaggerated by the influence of su- 
perstition. 

Southborou^* is situated from Bromley near- 
ly two miles: it contains about sixteen houses,' 
among which are the pleasant seats of Abraham 
Welland^ Esq., the late Governor Cameron, and 
others. Some of the premises here, from their 
appearance, would indicate their erection to have' 
taken place many years ago; 



• There are two roade leading hwn this place to Broailey 
Common, iadepeadeat of the high road lea^ag firom 1¥lgmore*> 
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RESIDENCES OF THE PRINCIPAL 
GENTRY IN THE NEIGHBOURHOOD. 

Tq identify ibe attuotion of Bromley , and more 
piuiicularly hr the information of strangers^ the 
following seats are enumerated^ those marked 
thns § are within the parish. 
§The Palaoe of the Bi&op of Rochester. 
§BlCKtKY, Hie seat of: John Wells, Esq. 
^uNDRiDGB,. the seat of Sir Samuel Soott> Bart ,> 

M. P. 
§Pi«AJSTOW LofltoB, theseat of Walter Boyd, EsqA 
The seat 6f Lord Famborough.* 
§Th6 seat of George Warde Nonbto, Esq. 

• On account of the beantifal Bcenery which the preiiiiBe* 
of LMd Fttttbtfraugh pnewoty frt are almoit oonstrained to 
enter into a miatite deseriptioil of then, but ftir the reason 
that every thiiig^ oat of the pari«hy and which, therefore, may 
be deemed irreleyant, should be avoided, we abstain. The 
unit^r, however, will venture thus far and say, that such a 
deaerfptlon would prove highly ititerestingr to aU who 4rfie dc. 
8ii«vs of seeing saoh kbproveinents as those that have bee» 
effected under his lordship^ direction. On every Thursday ,. 
from the 1st of ftf ay until the 1st of November, his lordship^s 
gBtan are opea Air all respectable penMms, wtio may be de. 
ciytfnaof viewing the grounds^ whi<ib) an belbffe pf e m i a c d, are 
Qf n.mtltplnMlDg denarlption. 
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§The seat of — Walton, Esq. 

The seat of the Hon. Mi^s. Morelond, Haiyes* 

The seat of Lady Gibbs. 

WiCKHAM Court, the seat of Lady Dowager 
Famaby. 

WiCKHAM Rectory, the seat of the Rev. Sir 
. Charles Francis Famaby, Bart 

HoLwooD, the seat of John Ward, Esq. 

HoLLYDALE, the Seat of G. Kirkpatrick^ Esq. 

Hayes Place, the seat of the late Earl of Chat- 
ham, now of Mrs. Dehany. 

The seat of the late Abel Moysey, Esq., Hayes. 

Baston, the seat of Samuel N. Ward, Esq. • 

§Bromley Lodge, the seat of Mrs. Erskine. 

Langley, the seat of Emanuel Goodhart, Esq. 

Beckenham Place, tiie seat of John Cator, Esq. 

The seat of James Scott, Esq., Clay Hill. 

The seat of the late George Grote, Esq. 

The seat of the Hon. M. Fortescue, Beckenham. 

The seat of— Pott, Esq., Ditto. 

The seat of the Rev. Thomas Dale, Ditto. 

The seat of John Thomhill, Esq., Ditta 

The seat of— Smith, Esq., Ditto. 

§Freeland House, the residence of C. Pott, Esq. 

§The residence of Mrs. William Boyd. 

§The residence of Mrs. Willoughby. 

gSouTHBOROUGH IiOOGE^ the Seat of Abraham 
WeUand,Esq. 
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IShawfield Lodob^ the seat of Godfrey Mey- 

nell^ Esq. 
§The seat of Miss Veitch* 
§'The residence of Mathew Boyd> Esq. . * 

§Rectory House, the seat of Abel Moysey, Esq. 
g-BfiEOHFiELD, the residence of W. Roberts, Esq* 
gPixFiELDy the m^dence of Mrs. Edward Latter. 
§ Vale Cottaoe, the residence of Thomas Carey 

Palmer, Esq. 
§^The residraice of Henry Bilke, Esq. 
§The residence of Thomas Waller, Esq. 
The residence of the ReV. F- Gildhart, West 

Widdiain. 
The residence of WlUitoi Courtenay, Esq., Ditto. 
.These seats ai« eertainly handsome bnildings, 
and many of them very pleasantly situated: this 
work, however, will not adinit of a particular 
description of each, nor can c^ers, more distant 
from Bromley, or less noticeable, be enumerated^ ' 



THE PARISH CHURCH. 

, The dUeraiians and improvements that have so 
recently taken pkee in this venerable structtn*e, 
which is dedicated to St. Peter and St Paul,* 

«» VfilBODy in hit descripUon nf BroiAfe/, pnbtished in 1797, 
l^ves the following paragraph, ^ I have mfii with a rery old 
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are of an extensive nature : the whole body of the 
church has been taken down, and rebuilt in a 

account which says this church was originally dedicated to 
St. Blaze, but for the last 700 years it has been cousidered, 
and certainly is, that of St. Peter and St. Panl.^ ^ It is much 
to be regretted," says Dunkin, <<that Mr. W. has not gWea 
his authority) as no such account i» to be found in any author 
1 haye had an opportunity of consulting. Nor bare I been 
able to meet with any information to countenance this opinion.*' 
And Dunkin Airther says, ** In opposition to theabore opinion, 
1 have been informed that the late Bishop Dampier always 
maintained that the church was dedicated to St. James, from 
the circumstance of one of the fairs being held on that day.; an 
opinion evidently grounded on the idea of this fair originating 
in a meeting of the people to celebrate the dedication of the 
iBhuroti, according^lo an old custom ; and that the charter was 
only a confirmation of a more ancient fair, as appeared in 
many other instances. I understand the Bishop*» opinion 
was adopted by several persons, and the bills of mortality 
made out accordingly. But I consider this mode of arguing 
▼ery ineondusive, for the same reasoning equally applies ta 
St. Blaise; and if any < very old account* is in favour of the 
hitter saint, the BishopVi argument is completely overturned ; 
at any rate the opinion of the < last 700 years^ is entitled to 
the most serious consideration.**^ 

We have, however, the consolation to see the cburch still 
#xist ; and so 1 am not at all disposed to argue on this dif-^ 
ferenee of opinion, as to which of the above saints this church 
was dedicated. I shaft merely observe that the fact, if known, 
would be but of Kttle consequence. Arguments which attempt 
lo prove what cannot be asoertalned, are useless, more par- 
ticularly when employed by penrons who have not <*ingenium 
par uiaterie.** 
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neat manner and on a more commodioiis scale. 
Many additional sittings* have been obtained in 
consequence of the alterations; besides which 
there was an absolute necessity for numerous re- 
pairs^ as the roof and walls were fast mouldering 
to decay. The tower has been altered^ though 
its square embattl^nents remain nearly as before ; 
the cupola is taken down^ but a turret erected in 
its stead ; and additions which materially improve 
the appearance of the church eflfected.t 

Previous to this edifice undergoing these nu- 
merous alterations^ there was nothing of any con- 

« To ffiwe loinethiDg like a ^eSnite account of the addi- 
tional aittingph the following inacripUony on a itone afllxed at 
the Wettern extremity of the churchy it quoted : ^Thia 
church waa enlarged in the year 1^» by which meana 487 
additional aittinga were obtained ; and, in conaequence of a 
grant from the * Incorporated Society for promoting the £n- 
largement. Building, and Repairing of Churchea and Cha- 
pela,* 287 of that nnmber are hereby declared |o be free and 
uoappropriiited for cTer, in addition to 70 formerly provided. 
JAMES EDWARD N£W£LL» A. M. Mtimisier, 
JOHN WALTER, 



.,} 



THOMAS C. PALMER, 

t To gire thoae peraona who have not had an opportunity 
of viewing Bromley church, an idea of the yarioiia altera^i<vui 
which hare been made, it need only be mentioned, that the 
ezpence incurred thereby amounted to the aam of £4367. 
17#. 6ld, Thealteratioaa tooi^ place under the direction of 
Mr. George Smith, Architect, London, and tlie Gmtractor for 
tbe worka waa Mr. W. B. Moore. 
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8eqii»oe to gratify llie buriosity, exeept the .diK>r 
that stood OQ Ihe Southern side, which appeared 
to be very ancient The square font had plain 
circular arches^ which countenance the suppontion 
that it was once decorated witli brass engravings; 
this font was evidently of Norman architecture. 
Weever says it was reported^ in his days, that in 
the wall of this church once lay the pcnrtraiture 
in stone of Richard de Wendover/ some time 
Pardon of this paridi, and afterwards Bishop of 
Rodiester, who died in 12S0, and was buried, by 
the King's express command at Westauhster. 

In 1360, was buried in the South aisle, Wal* 
ter de Henche,t once Rector of this Parisbj$ 
and afterwards Bishop of Rocbeaiter, and the fol- 
lowing French inscription was placed on his tomb : 

Icy gflBt Matter Walter de Henche^ 
Qi fa Penone de Bromleghe, 13604 

Anciently, on the North side of the nave, was 
a confessional, probably destroyed soon after the 
Reformation, but the door-way and steps leading 
to it remained till the building of the North aisle.|| 

• Vide Uat of Rectora and Caratea. 
t Lyaom, toI. W, p. 317. 

I Vide List of Recton and Carates. 

^ TnmilaiUm, Here Ilea Master Walter de Henche, 
Who was a person df BhHBley^ 1360. 

II The bnlldhig of which tMk place in the year 1708^ 

F 
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' Of tie interior. <tf the church litde more need 
be luid ttaxt tiiat it is reiry commodious At the 
ebtrance l>y Hie Weitem door, Ibe painted glass,* 
St the top of the Iwcgi Eastern window, is pecu^ 
liorly striking^ tfiis g^ass was the gift of Lord 
Famborough^ 

i The Bishop's dme b very neatly eonstruded, 
and is dose adjoining the communion table on 
die Northern side. 

The galleries of this diiurch are much larg^ 
liian Ihose which stood with the old building ; 
indeed, firom the dedamtion of the Minister and 
Churchwardens, in the inscription before quoted, 
it will be seen how much more coramodioiis tti^ 
building now is. 

: These galleries are parted by Gothic arches^ 
nearly in the same manner as the side windows 
are constructed, which, together with the large 
famidied beams which support the roof, look 
truly grand. 

: There are now a reading desk and neat pulpit, 
toi so placed that they may be seen fiom most 
parta of the edifice. The stove, previously to the 
alterations taking plaee, was fixed at the Western 
end of the church, it is now, however, removed to 

• OnwUcli wa the fotlowiaff Laliii words : <* Laus Dec 
Sou Deo Gloria.** 
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the North-ea3t comer ; the beet frofa which is 
conveyed in pipes to the centre of the church, 
where it circulates by means of a ventilator. On 
account of this altoation, great in^nvenience 
which was formerly experienced is now entirely 
removed. 

The veetry-room* is> pwbaps^ as wdl adapted 
for it$ purpose as it poasibl; ^uld be^ having 
ODe ffetit advantage that, of being commodious j; 
it is erected nt the Eastern end of the churdb. 

To dbow when Bromley Church first became 
possessed of an organ and stove, it may be neces- 
sary to qoote the fcikmmg inscription on a board 
at the Western end. , 

The organ and stove were placed in this churcbji 
by voluntary contributions of the inhabitants, in 
the year 1825. 

Walksb King, A. M.> Minist^; 

* > Churchwardens. 
James Knowlbs, I 

As there are many monuments and inscriptiooa 

in this church, which cfumot be passed unnotioedy 

they are here quoted, as they were transcribed 

from the originiils. 



^ The vestry-room, together with the eircnlar headed wln- 
dow% sue iwa imprereiaeBts vhlch were not iacloded in the 
orlgtol contract for repairs* 

p2 
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GALLERT,— NOATH «n>Z.* . 

(on a marble monument.) 

"* Sacred to the memory of ^ 

Mary Lyndon^ 

youngest daughter of Richard Ashe^ Esq^^ lale 

of Ashfield in the County of Meath^ in Ireland^ 

an upright member of the parliamefit of that 

kingdom. To her many exalted advantag^^ was 

added a sweetness of countenance that engaged 

Ihe liking of every one who saw her, and was the 

index of a mind fraught with those ^Lalted virtues 

which she practised in their sublimest exceUenoe; 

but which to the world can never be completely. 

known until that awful daf , 

VFhtn ID the tigrht of man and angeUf 
They will be proclaimed and rewarded. 

Her soul was transferred, by God's mercy, to 
eternal happiness; on the 27th day of June, 1780. 
In grateful and affectionate .sense of the blessings 
he enjoyed in so virtuous and amiable a wife, so 
fai&ful a friend, and so pleasing a companion, 
this monument is here placed by her disconsolate 
husband, William Lyndon, Esq. 

Next to which is the following. 

In a vault near this church are deposited the 

* in cotMseqiietice of the alteratioot three new Taulta have 
beeD made oo thia aide. 
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TenmioA o( Sbf^iA Maria^ die wife of TiiOBiAf 
ItAitESf of Berkdey Sqimre, who departed tfaie 
Ufe« aft^ ft short iUiie$8, on Tkursday, the dth of 
April, I8i0> in tbe 27fli year of her age> leatiDg 
an afflicted husband, end fiiiHr infant diildr^, to 
lament her irreparable loaa. 

The folloviag lines alao appear, 

Ob ! btort with feeliagtt, person, maimer, miad, 
Too dearly lor'd to be to aoon retignM ^ 
ForgiTe the selfish grief which weeps below. 
And mourns thy passage from a world of woe, 
What though a husband^s anguish bid thee stay, 
Though friends with sighs and tears obstruct thy way ;' 
Rise^ dear Sophia ! se^ the realms of rest, 
And be the angel which iby form eiprest. 

These lines, I believe, were written by hixp 
^o must have severely felt so eudden a de- 
cease of one to whom it appears he was so fondly 
attached* 
Close to the above is the next 

Juxta hoe marmor sepultas est 

Thomas Raikes, 

unus e banci anglici rectoribus cui annis, 1797, 

jet 1798. Anxia republica et laborante solicite 

. pnidenterque prefuit civk optimus mercator fide, 

industria mentis que dotibus, insignis qui, etiam 

cum in omne re caelum respiceret Handquaquain 

orbus aut con&ctus annis aed uEtate ac libeds 

florens opes honeatisaime copqiiiwlaft utiiyanqve 

f3 
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ikut religionis incremesitum aut hommum {yostuh- 

iret tmseria prompte ac largiter impendebat Obik 

29^ Decembrisy annus salads 1814«, iBtatis ?»,♦ 

The following is wdi desenruig notice.- 

To the memory of 

John Hawkesworth, LL, D.f 

who died the 17th of November, 1773, aged 57 

years. . ^at he lived omam^tal and uaefal to 

• TrwMiXatifm, Near this monument is interred Tuomji 
Raikes, who was one of the Goremors of the Bank of Eng- 
land in the years 1797 and 1798. During a perturbed state 
of the oommunitj^ by hi* indefati|^able, zealous, and prudent 
endeavours for the public weal, he proved himself a most 
excellent citizen. Eminent for the energy of his mind, and 
the extent of his wealth, yet regarding in every event a divine 
providence : he Was a ftdthfiil merduint. Not betogliereft of 

<bla oftipPHig, nor worn down by his numeroos jear^ he was 
Men flourishing in a good old age, blessed in the endearments 
of his family. Abounding in riches honorably acquired, he 
was always at hand, promptly and liberally to bestow his aid, 
wherever the Interests of religion,' and the wretchedness •f 
nMnkind, demanded his mnnificcnee and suecoufr. Died 29th 
December, 1814, aged 73. 

f In 1761 considerable dispute arose between the Doctor 
and the parish, on his being chosen Overseer ; after which it 
appears he served the office. For several years Dr. Hawkes- 

. worth made Bromley his residence; the house he occupied, 
which Iran very Targe and of ancient structure, stood on the 
lite of those premises now in the possession of Mr. Ray. Thin 
gentleman was an universally admired writer } * The Adven- 
turer^ was principally his own, though it is well kinown he 
ireoelved aome aasistanoe Ihnn his much esteemed friend 
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-soeiety^ in an eminent degree^ was among the 
boasted felicities of the present age; that he 
laboured for the benefit of posterity^ let his own 
pathetic admonition at once record and realize. 
From the Adventurer. No. 140. ^ 

Thie hour approaches in which whatever praise 
I have acquired by these compositions- will be 
remembered with indiiiference^ and the tenour of 
them alone will afford me comfort. Time, who 
is impatient to date my last paper, will shortly 
tnoulder the hand that is now writing it in: the 
4u8t,and still the heart that now throbs at the 
reflection. But let not this be read as something 
that relates only to another; a few years only can 
divide the eye that is. reading, from the. hand 
that has written this awful truth. However ob- 
vious, and however reiterated, it is frequently 
forgotten; for surely if we did niot lose our re- 
membrance, or at least our sensibility, that alone 
would always predominate in our lives, which 
alone can afibrd us comfort when we die. 
Bromley in K^nty March 8, 1754. . . 

Dr. Jobnion. The * GeotleoMUn^a Biagazine»* for lome time 
bore tbe nauae of Dr. Hawkesworth as the Editor. He wrote 
several dramatic pieces, translated Telemacbui^ and received 
a considerable sum of money for fomisbin^ an account of the 
, first voyage to the South Seas. 
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'On the same Hionutaent id insmbed Uie'&l- 
lowing* 

Also to the mieinory of 
Mr. B^^JAJfiN BaowN, 
of this. parish, who died 22nd of October, 1777, 
«ged 60 years. If nashinitig quaiitiefi adolejied 
fais life, cheerful integrity and diligent good-wiB 
rendered it always desirable to others, and comfort^ 
able to himself. This monaihent is inscribed bjr 
tiieir sorrowing rdict and sister. M. H. 

The foregoing, together witli the monument of 
Thomas Nswnham, Esq.^ many years: a Magis- 
trate for Ais Connty, and residait at Soath- 
borou^; and that of John Scott> M. D*, a 
d^cendanibof the noble faunily of Buocleugh, aie 
those affixed in this pait of the dinrch. 



GALLERY,~SOUTH SIDJS. 

On a large square marble monument is this 
inscr]{)tion. 

Sacfed to the memory of 

John Gifford, Esq., 

who died March 6th, 1818, aged 60. A man 

whose active services, in various departments of 

public life, were uniformly animated by a high 
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find commanduig sense o( public duty. Stedfiist 
in the faiih^ and resolute in the practioe of isbm^ 
tianity^ attadied fixnn conviction to the established 
churchy he supported its cause by his exertions, 
tod adorned it by his virtues. As a Magistil^te, 
in the arduous and responsible situation of a pub- 
lie oSeco, by his activity, vigilance, and skiU, he 
imnistered> in no small degree, to the security 
md peace of the Metropolis, and to the detec- 
tion and prevention of crime. In his Writings^ 
nbether as a PoUtidan, Historian, or Critic, he 
dedicated the powers oi a vigorous mind and 
effective style to the maintenance and protection 
of the morals, the laws> and the oc^istitntion- of 
his country ; venerating the talents, and attadied 
to the principles, of that illustrious Statesmany 
who, in the days of turbulence and faction, was 
the guide and the guardian of the State. He 
dedicated his latter years to record the life of so 
true a patriot, and has transmitted his name to 
posterity as the Historian and Biographer of 
William Pitt That no testimony of their admira«> 
tion mi^t be wanting to the character and the vir* 
tues of such a man, the M^nbers of the Pitt Club 
have caused this monument to be erected, as a 
memorial of aifectionate regard to their Honorary 
Secretary and Friend. 
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Sft(»red to liio vmoiCfry c( 

^Qimerly of this parisibj fymi in the city of Lisbon^ 
the l9t of November^ n29> aB4 buried uiid^ 
iii^ mins of tbe ^ame house where be first saw the 
U^t, 10 the ever meiaorable aad tmible earthy 
qgake which befel that city on the .1st oS Nov<kii^ 
^r, n55i wheOj a&er a^n^ost wonderful escape^^ 
he« by d^gree^i recovered from a very defdorabl^ 
condition, lived till the 20th of November, 1783, 
•^ 59 yeaw, , 

AdJoiuiBg the last is ^ monument of Thoii aj| 
Chabr, Esq^ md Sarah his Wife, the Father 
end Mother of the above G^Heman, who caused 
&i9 monua^nt (which is very handsome) to bo 
erected from filial req[)ect 

On this side is the monument of Haehinoto^ 
Baoshaw, Curate of Bromley, Rector of Wool- 
wich, and 40 years Chaplain of Warner's CoU 
lege, 1759. Al«o of Thomas B^gshaw, A. M., 
Curate of Bromley, Rector of Southfleet, and 54 
year^ Chaplain of Warner's College, 1787. 

At the fiasteiti end of the church is a lumd^ 
some marble i^cmument with this inscription. 
In the South isle lyetb the body of 
Zachary Pearce, D. D., 
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who was made Rector of St Btirth6lomew*8, be- 
hind ihe Royal Exdtange^ London^ Mareh lOAi; 
1720; Vicar of St Martin's in the Fields, West- 
minster, January 10th, 1724 ; De^ cX Winches* 
ter, August 4th, 1739 • Prolocutor of the Lower 
House of Convocation, December 7fli, 1744 j 
Bishof) of Bailor, February 21sty 1748; Dean 
of Westminster, May 4thy 1756$ and Bishop of 
Rochester, June 24th, 1756. Ifo resigned the 
Deanery of Westrasnster, June 24tfv, 1768, and 
died in e eomf(Mlable hope of (what was Ihe chief 
asm of all his labours upon eaith) the being pro^ 
moted to a happier place in BeareA. He waiS 
bom September 8th, 1690, and died June 29th, 
1774, aged 84 years. 

In the same vault is interred Mrs. Mart 
Pearce, wife of the above. Died October 23rd, 
1773, aged 70 years. Near which is a neat tablet 
of the family <^ the Kinm. 

NORTH AISLE. 

On fte wall of this akk, among others, ^s the 
following inscriptioa. 

JOiTN TflOMAd, D. C. L. 

Bishop of Ilo<jiester, gave, in the year 1792, to-' 

wards the ereetiag of this, part of the churdi £900; 

Thomas Soan, 1 rti, u j 
_ __ V Churchwardens. 

Booth Hibbert, J 
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. Alda themonuBieiit of the Rev; Mr. Baker^ 
jnith the foUowing inscriptiom 
. Ina YjEUdt, Beer the Western door^are deposited 
the remaiiis of 

John Baker^ A. M. 
pf Lihcphi College, Oxford, many^ years Leetmer 
of this parish. Multis ille boais flebilis occidit 
Aprilis 17, A, D. 1824, JStatis 58. 
' In the same aisle is a tablet placed to ihe 
memory cf Henry Smith, D. D., 42 years Beo 
tor of Ihispmsh, and 18 years Rector of HeiKiley» 
Hants, Died 22nd July, 1818. Together witii^ 
many ofiiers which need not be noticed. 



SOUTH AlBLB. 

On the wall of this aisle are the monuments of 
Pbreorina, wife of Lewis Bussy Mansel, 1721, 
and Mary, the wife of the Rev. Thomas Win- 
terbottom. Rector of Ashurst, and Vicar of 
Billing, K^t, 1720. 

At' the East «nd of this aisle is a Wooden tablet 
with the arms and quartering^ of Styl^ and ah 
inscription ii^ch denotes that the pews beneath 
w0te solely appropriated to the use of the Styles', 
formerly owners of Simpson's Place, and were 
ihen (1727) the property of the Lady Elwill. 
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Near which is the ^ollowing^ inscribed oh a 
gmall plain-stone. t 

Heie lyeth buried Te Bodye of John Mavns- 
4LL^ som tym of Chichely^ In Te County o£ 
Bvckingham, Eisqvier. He had Issve two Sonnes^^ 
John and Thrauus^ aad departed this Itfe the 19th 
day of Octdl^^ Ano. Dom, 1625^ Beinge above^ 
the age of 50 years. ** 

With the two following curious lines^ rendered^ 

on acooont of there being no separation in the: 

words, not very easy to decijAer. 

^SRiortwadiidifeyetdieslieiieTefy « 

0eBthhaahwdiieyetUTeBheeTer. .; 

"Close to the above is the following, inscribed 
(but abbreviated) on a small brass tablet. 

Hie jacet Isabella quondam uxor Ricardi La- 
cer, nuper majoris Londini, quae obiit quarto 
kalendarum Augusti, A. D, MCCCLVI. Cu- 
jus anima propitietur Deus. Amen. 

On the floor, among others, are the tombs of 
Anthony Calthorpe, EJsq., 1594; John Younge, 
Bishop of Rochester, 1605; Richard Xhomhill, 
Esq., 1600; John Travel, E^., of London, 1652; 
Catilina, Relict of Thomas Needh^un, late Rec- 
tor of Stocke Dalboum, 1676; Robert Pynse^t, 
Gentleman, 1679; Mariabella, Wife of Joha 
Wholly, of Fredand House, Mwchant, 1701 ;. 
and William Wilson, Esq., 1776, Also stone* 
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to the memory of Edward Brewster, Apotl^eqwry, 
1674; James Gosling, Esq., 1765; the Rev. 
John Derby, R^tor of Southfleet, 1788; Henry 
Savage, Esq., 1785; M^ry, Wife of Chafes 
Qoie, Esq,, 1785; and Mrs. Mary Dimes, 1788, 
' In the nave, willi others, are the tombs of John 
King, of Londpn, Draper, 16Q3 ; Jane, Dau^^n 
ter of John Brewton, Gent., Wife of Henry Hor 
^ijsohm, Esq., of FoktoB, Wilts, 1625; Owen 
GrtWn, Gent, 1654^ Thomas WoOfistpck, 1694^ 
Edward Wyat,' Esq., 1758; William Everest, 
Gent., 1777; John Wagginton, 1784; and Eliz- 
abeth, Wife of Dr. Samuel Johnson.* 

* A few monthji before the death of Dr. Johnson, he 

honoured the memory of his wife by the followiDj^ epitaph. 

Hie condunter reliquse 

Elizabbthje 

Antiqua Jarvisiorum gente 

Peatling^fe, apud Leicestrietises, ortse^ 

Formosip, cuU«, ing^niosse, pise ; 

Uxoris, primis nuptiis, Henrioi Porter, 

Secundis Samuclib Johksow ; 

dui multnm amatam, dinque defletam 

Hoc lapide cootexit 

Obiit Lbndini, mense mart 

A. D. MDCCLIU Bosweli. 

Mrs. Johnson was buried at Bromley in consequence of hfr 

disconsolate hosband havingr committed the disposal of her 

vemains to Dr. Hawkesworth. How longp, and how seyerely 

^Mt excellent man felt ^the loss, appeals from the frequent 
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Notice haiB already been taken of the gift oi 
£5d0..by Bishop Thomas. Affixed to the wall, at 
the Wjestem end of the ditirch, is the following 
list of beneftfetions to' th^ perish. 

, „ , . ii. 1^ ,.i.. ' .,.,, „ .. ' . I „ ■ I.,. ^ , ,m .1 . . ,. M .,i ' .,.. , M , f 

raention of hia dearest wife in bis devotions, and from the 
above epitaph written but a few months before his death. 
LysoM. 

^ And that his \ov^ for his wife Was of the most ardent 
kind, and daria|»the long period of fifty years, was nnimpairecl 
by the lapse of time, is evident from the varioBs passages in 
the series of his prayers and meditations.** BoiweWa Life of 
Johnson. 

The following is a eopy of tbe letter written by Dr. John^ 
son to Mr, Bagshaw, which, in some meassre, ^ill show the 
tenderness of affection the former retained for his wife evei^ 
at a period of thirty years after her death. 

Sir, 

Perhaps'yon may xemcmber that in the year 17539 you 

committed to the ground my dear wife. I now intreat your 
permission to lay a stone upon her, and have sent the inscrip- 
tion, that if jou find it proper you may signify your allowance. 

Tou will do me a great favour by showing the place where 
she lies, that the stone may protect her remains. Mr. Ryland 
will wait upon you for the inscription and procure it to he 
engraved; you will easily believe that I shrink from this 
mournful office ; when it is dope, if I have strength remainuig| 
I will visit Bromley on6e again, and pay you part of the'retP 
pect to which you have a right from 

Reverend Sir, your most bumble servant^ 
July 12th, 1784. Sam. Johnson. 

The monument erected to the memory of Dr. Johnson, is 
told to have cost eUwn hundred guinMoty on which was 
written an epitaph by the Rev. Dr. Parr. 

o2 
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. JjOHN BuCKRmoB^ Biahop of Ely, by will, be- 
queathed the «um of £20., to be employed in 
fi(»ne yearly benefit for the poor of the parish; 
with which, and the addition of some little money 
besides, a purchase was made of a house in 
Nichol Lane,* rented at 40s. per annum^ which 
sum, necessary repairs being deducted, was to be 
distributed every Good Friday, or near that time, 
among the most neces^tous inhabitants. 

Rev. G. Wilson, late Rector of Chlselhurst, 
at his death, left by will £200., to be laid out in 
a purchase, the annual income of which be di- 
rected to be appropriated to the benefit of the 
Charity School in this parish for ever : to which 
was adcfed £200. by L. Tolson. 

Jasper Green, Vicar of W«)odnesborough, 
by will, 1660, gave 20s. yearly to the poor of tbft 
parish. 

. Dr. John Warner, Bishop of Rochester, be- 
quealhed £20. in naoney, for the use of ike pooip 
in this parish. 

Henry Keightly, of Bromley, gave by wiH^ 
29th May, 1520, out of his estate at Pope St 
Eltham, 12 pence yearly towards mending thfa 
highways in this parish. 

1638. Richard Hollingsworth ,Citi2en of 



♦ 1 believe it is not geoeratly knowo that Nichol Lane i% 
situate in Piaistow. . . 
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Iiondon, gave the large silver chalice and* patme 
for the communion service. 

1705. The Rt Rev. Thomas Sprat, Bidiop 
of Rochester, gave a cushion and doth of black 
velvet and gold tseibby for the communicMi tiafcle, 
ialso the tipe pulpit and cushion for the same. 

1716. Mrs. Helen Sprat, relict of the said 
Bishop, gave a silvier gilt chased chalice and 
cover for the communion service. 

1734. Mr. Thomas Moore: left a legacy of 
£50. to the Charity School. 

1739. Mrs. Eleanor Emmett gave to the 
Chatity School £100., and caused 40*. to be ani- 
nually charged on eight houses adjoining the Col^ 
lege, to be given to the poor of the parish by the 
.Churchwardens, on St. Andrew's Day. 

1766. Mr. R. Booth gave £100. to the Chrt^ 
rity School, to be added to the stock in the hand& 
of the Trustees. 

1808. Mrs. Rebecca Booth, Widow of the 
above, gave to the Charity School £100. 8 per 
I3«it. reduced Bank Annuities, to apply the inter- 
est in bread, to be distributed on the 2nd Sunddy 
in the months of Jmxkwry, February, March, 
October, Novcimber, and December, for ever, 
after morning service, in 20 loaves of the value of 
Qd. each> to such poor families who receive no 
ahns^ as the Trustees think proper^ 

The old gallery ov«r the South aisle was ereot- 
g3 
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ed in 1765, and in the same year three Gothic 
T?indows of that aisle, which had previously re- 
takied their original form^ were altered to the 
mode in which the new ones were constructed, 
and as they appeared before the recent alterations 
took place; in which year (1765) an additional 
window, to correspond with the improvements 
that were then made> was fixed. The tower of 
this church appears to have received little or no 
alteration since its erection, previous to the late 
improvements : it contained, until the year 1 773, 
only five bells, which were of heayy metal, but in 
that year they were taken down, re-cast„ and three 
others added. 

A curious relation is given by a writer in the 
Gentleman's Magazine, 1747: he says *^In 1733, 
jas the Parish Clerk was digging a grave in the 
<^urch-yard, close to the East end of the chancd 
wall, he dug up a funeral garland or crown, arti- 
ficially wrought in fillagree work, with gold and 
. silver wire, in resemblance of myrtle ; its leaves 
were fastened to hoops of larger wire of iron, 
which were something corroded with rust, but 
both the gold and silver remained very little dif- 
ferent from its original splendour : the inside was 
also lined with cloth of silver."* 



• To this castom, or at least to a sfmilar one, many pas- 
sages of ancient history very evidently refer. Shfdcespeare 
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A part of this curious garland, together with a 
piece of the cloth of silver, the writer of the above 
account states that he kept by him as a dioice 
relic of antiquity; he further adds that th^e 
garlands were anciently carried solemnly by two 
maids, and hung upon some conspicuous place 
.within the church, in memory of the deceased. 
Growing out of repute about forty years ago, and 
being thought by many as very unbecoming deco- 
rations for so sacred a [dace, they were ordered to 
be taken down, and the inhabitants were strictly 
forbidden to hang up any tnore for the future: 
yet several people, unwilling to forsake an ancient 
and delightful custom, continued still to make 
them, and they were carried at -the.fimeral as 
■ before ; but instead of being left in the church, 
they were taken to the ground and put upon Ae 
coffin over the face of the. dead. This, he adds, 
he had seen done in many places ; and from the 
circumstance of this gariand being found in the 
church-yard, the custom seems not to have been 
. unknown at Bromley. 

It is, perhaps, not' improper (since the writer 

• is desirous to give all the information he possibfy 

can) to take some notice of the church-yard of 

. this parish, wliidi for neatness is peculiarly noted. 

Its situation is very good, and the ground in 

. ako ieeniB to havelwni it ia uUid In tha play of <* Hamlet** 
and othei»( 



y Google 



56 

many places being very hard^ and, n)elieTe, 'en- 
tirely free from watei^, admits of graves' being dug 
to a d^th' of sixteen and eighteen feet; some of 
the gravel is of a supefrior kiiwi, thow^ in parts 
of the church'-yurd ike eaiih dianges in eolour 
materiaHy. 

To observe many of the monumental inscrips. 
tions and tcrmbs with which this chm^cli-yaTd 
abounds, would not only be unnecessary, but 
would outstretch the intended limits of this work 
Two or three, however, seem to demand att^tioit, 
which (unmindful of the selection being inscribed 
to capriise) ar^ tlte following. 

On a stone, placed at the Eastern wall of the 
church, is the following inscription,* which, in- 
depeiidetttly of Its beiiig writfcn by so eKcelleht a 
man as Dr. Hawkesworlh, merits mubh attention 
in respect of the useM instruction it was no doubt 
intended to hold forth. 

Near this place lies the body of 
Elizabeth Monic, 
who departed this life on the 27tli day of August, 
ItSS, ag^d 101. She was the wridbw of J6hn 
Monk, late of diis pariyb, blacksnixth, her se- 
cond husband, to whom she had been a wife 

near fifty years, by whom she had no children^ 

•^ ^ ., ^ ' ' ., ; 

• The circttDuilaiice at this epitaph iiaTiDg been frequently 
transcribed into diflMnt ▼•tiitii«i,'taiiBOt TCMooably lue cva- 
sidei«d as an excnae for Its ondfliioD la these pagwi. 
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tod oftlie issae of tlie first marriage none liveidL 
to the seoondr But virtue would not sufifer her 
to be ehildless :. an in&nt^ to whom and to whpae 
father and mother she had been nurse^ (such k 
the uncertainty of temporal prosperity,) became 
dependent upon strangers for the necessaries of 
life: to him she afforded the proteotion of a 
motheTr This parental charity was-retumed with 
filial affection; and she was supported^ in the 
feebleness of age>.by himrwhom she had cherished 
in the helplessness of infancy. Let it be remem- 
\)&[eA that there is no station in which industry 
will not obtain power to be liberal, nor any dba- 
raeter on which liberality will not confer honor. 
She had been long prepared by a simple and 
unafibcted piety for that awful mom^t, which 
however delayed,^ is universally sure. How few 
are allowed an equal time of probation? How 
many by their lives appear to presume upon more ? 
To preserve the memory of this person, and yet 
more to perpetuate the lesson of her life, this 
stone was erected by voluntary contributions. 

Near the above is the following inscription on 
a plain white stone, which is quoted on account 
of the remarkable circumstances it contains. 
Here lyeth interred the body of 
Martine French, 
of this parish, with four of his wives and two 
daughters. He departed this life y* 12th of 
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January, 1661 , being aged 61^ and Ins last mfk 
departed y* 13th of the same mdneth/ leaving 
behind him one sonne*, Martme^ and tHree daugh- 
ters, Jane, Sarah, and Maty. 

Near the premises of Mr. Rawes, on th^ 
Southern side of the church-yard, is the hand- 
some monument (inclosed in all iron miling) dT 
Stewart Erskine, Esq., with the following in- 
scription. 

Sacred to thfe memory of 
Stewart Erskine, 
of Bromley Lodge, in the County of Keiht, Esq.', 
a lineal descendant of the nohle family of Erskinei 
Earls of Kelliel. He departed diis life 6n thife 
31st day of July^ 1826, aged 74 years. ' ' 

The other principal tombs- are those of Mi*. 
Martin, Mr. Menish, Mrs. Taynton, and others. 



ECCLESIASTICAL JURISDICTION.* 

Philipot says Bromley was given to the church 
of Rochester by one John Later, a Goldsmith, of 
London, as appears by fhe records of the church 
of Rochester, but Harris very justly observes no 
such record is to be found. 



• Bromley is in the ^clesiastidal Jurisdiction of the Diocese 
«r Rochester and Deanery of Dartford. /relmtf, tol. 4, p. 697. 
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c Tbe most ancieat intimation relative to this 
^f^rth is ihiBii it paid nine^penc^ chrism to the 
tu^th^r .church qf liie Diocese. It has before Ipeeii 
i|ta^ t^at Odo^ Bishop of BayeioL, half brother 
to the Kivigj after the Conquest seize^ on the 
poaseasipns of the church, and that they were 
Qgain recovered by Archbishop Lanfiranc, in the 
SolejDogi Assemb]^ of the County, at Penenden 
Hieath|asapp0[idages of the manor: these were 
con^nped to the Bishop and church of St. Andrew 
at BoNehester, by Ansehn, in 1 101, and afterwards 
by several pf .hi^ si^ccessors in the See of Can^^ 



. In the time of l^ing Edward I. Ihis church was 
valued ^t 30 marks. 

Richard J^ryson, Par^nof the ohurch of Brom-» 
ley, sued one Harry Ferrour, in Bromleigh, for 
the rei^Very of a ipe^uage which he claimed to 
belong to the chur<^ id free ajms, md he reco* 
vered seicin of the san^^e by view of the juiora 
empaim^Ued ther^oi), 35ih Henry VI. 

This cbftirch was a r^tory in 1534, and valued 
at £39. 12^. but was ;Saion after appropriated ta 
the Bishop of Rochester, in which state it ftil^ 
retiiains ; the c}iurch being supplied by a <^«arat0 
appointed by the Bishop. It is npt in x^hai^ m 
the Bang's books.* 



9 Ir^Uaad. 
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' "On the abolition of episcopacy fliis parsonage 
was yalued as a part of the possessidDs of ther 
Bishop of Rochester^ Dec. 16, 1650. The re- 
turn states that the rectory of Bromky had tf 
manor belonging to it, a good mansion house^ widi 
agatehonse, a large bam of ideven bayes, two 
^mall bams, with other buildings and appur^ 
tenances, and the glebe land was worth £50. per 
annum, and the quit raits 8s. 9d, yearly, that the 
titlies were worfe £180. yearly, and a small tene-^ 
tnent £3. yearly and upwards : i31 whitih {^ 
tenants in the manor here having ccmmnGa of 
pasture in the glebe land, and common mead^ 
which last -contained -about ten acres, from lam- 
mas-day to Michaelmas-day) were let by John, 
Bishop of Rochester, from the lOfh of Februaiy, 
1689, for 21 years, at the yearly rent of £61. per 
annum, and forty quarters of oats ; and it was 
returned that the sione, tithes and all, were worth, 
to be let by the tenant, £183. per annnm. 

Since the appropriation of the rectory to file 
BiSioprick of Rochester, it appears to have been 
usual to grant ieases of it ; and accordingly we 
learn from Lysons, that John Younge was lessee 
fai 1646. In 1706 the lease was in the possession 
of William Emmett, Esq., whose granddau^ter 
brought it to Mr. John Innocent, and it was sub- 
sequently carried to George Norman, Esq., by his 
father's marriage with Mr. innoomt's daughter. 
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It is now in the poBsession' of the Trustees widet 
liie will of the late Lord Bidhop of Rodiester. 

At a short distance from the diurch tovdie 
South-west is situate the Rectory House^ which 
now fcNrms a most delightful residence; it is a 
large and magnificent structiue> containing % most 
spacious entranoe^hall, and is pflw in the possession 
of Abel Moysey^ Esq. The Trustees of the late 
Bishop have made material improvemoits in the 
house^ and great alterations on the premises; Mr. 
Moysey has al90 added 7ery. much to the beauty 
of this jdace^ by causing a new coadi-road to be 
made to the house.* .* 



LIST OF RECTORS AND CURATES,t 

PRESENTED BY THE BISHOP OF ROCHESTER, PATRON. 
RECTORS. 

Richard de Wendoveror Vendene^ 1226 and 1238. 
John Sudbury, in the reign of Henry III. 

• I hare been Informed by Mr. (GSoold, the Agent to tbe 
lYofteee, that In pulling down aome of the wall at the South 
aidevf tMa bnHdlng, the matteriala with which It waa com: 
poaedy were of the aame natmre aa thoae with which ihe 
ehareh nppeora to have been bnllt ; thia conntenancea the 
idea that the rectory honae, or at leaat part of It, la coeral 
with the pariah chnreh. 

•t Thlallatlaaeopyof thai In the SToedHlon of Haatied 
with aona alight addMooik 

H 
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Abei'de ^bto MBitinQ/1292. 
Joha de Friendsburie^ deprived 1329,* 
liu^ dePenelffegge^y cpllaled 1329. 
Waller de Henehe, died 1860. 
Willifiim Fryflten, 14fi6. 
f^ Wymsttdo^ 1465. 

CUEATES. 

JsineB Deyer j 16Q4. . 

Stephen Comtantine, 1607. 

idsB. Pwston, Ioto. 

Jasper Oteene. 

William Wells, buried Septeinber 29th, 1624. 

John Hodges, A. B., 1627. 

Noah Webb, 1628. 

Robert Rainsford, 1630. 

BichaxdHathbone, 1634. 

Thomas Smith, buried September 22nd, 1639. 

Robert Autrobus, 1640. 

Joseph Jackson^ 1647* 

Henry Arnold, 1626, ejected l662/f 

Thomaa Pike, 1666. 

David Barton, 1667. 

-.11 M I N I I III I ■■*>,■ .■ . ., ,l^t>^l ,».. I ■ , < _ ■ ■' ". 

« Tki%£:eitl(»iia&.wai4lepfiv«d<bytlieBiati<)i>of*.^ 
/ordiMbedieac^ and the Biahop pUoed Huffh.^ePeael^regge 
in his room; Botwithstanding which, U is «aid.4h|i| Fifenda- 
biirie thrust him oot by fovea. 

t Heary Anwld ww amo^ tha 90O .afauatan 4depta|l for 
ttonoonfonnity by the Bartholemew Act. 
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Edmund Lees, 167.0. 

S, Grascombes, 1681. 

George Wilson, 1682. . 

Tbtems Johnson, 1684. 

Edward Roman, 1686. 

Hemy Maundrell, B. Dl, 16».* 

Samuel Bowles, 169& 

Hvvringtan Bagshaw, 1698«. 

Joseph Simms, A. M.^ Jime, 1739^ 

Thomra Bagshaw,t 1744, hamdLTS'm.Sa^n&7. 

• This g^entleman wrote the celebrated book of ** Traveb 

f The death of this gentleman was \ong and severely felt 
by naitf o^ih9 inhabitaBti of BronOey. Bow wsaOt fail life 
was yaltted, and bneiloeni candtaet adniflsd^ wiM^ la. some 
measure, appear frooi th» toUbmkag Hoes, whuh.i«af« written 
by a gentleman at his deceett*. 

Peace ye foreboding tboogfats^ what means yon bell? 
Its moumfal sound say^somethfaiir is not wetL: 
HeaTen guard m^F Mend, his pradooB- health- rwloi^. 
Bat, ab \ W9 gone, and Bj«iiiaiW ia no more ! 
WhJEit teora now fl«w, what heavy sighs arise,. 
What melaaeholy thoagfals, what weeping eyes.! 
Deep la the wound when on the heart imprest^ 
A sileni penaSf« gloom eaa shew it best; 
IfeeClMisalatton OHnmiAil iroefpa her head. 
And FHefldship sighs o*er geocmas Bagshasv dead. 
Hew mourn his IHendsf Hatk! tbe widow** gsooB, 
The indigent and orplwn join their moaa, 
RelatiTes, fHends, the rich, the poor, the great. 
United griere for worthy Bagshaw*a ftila. 

h2 
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Henry Smithy D. D.^ 1787. Afternoon Lec- 
turer^ John Baker, A. M. 
Rev. James King, A. M. . 
Rev* J. £. Newell^ A. M., the present Cumle. 

To the Curacy is added, at the discretion of 
the Bishop of Rochester, £38., out of the interest 
of £2000., left by Bishop Warner to augment 
poor Benefices within his Diooese. 
. The Cxirate.alsD receives £20. out of the Greal 
Tithes,* 



Bagthaw is dead ! that greaX and mucb lof VI aaine, 
Let charity unbonnded speak thy ftune : 
Whilst thy great actMMis will for ever save 
Thy much loT*d memory above the gmve .: 
Since, in reflection, grateful they arise, 
ReverM for ever by the good and wise. 
Then cease to fflonm, let sighs give place to Joy, : 
Bagshaw yet lives in happier climea on high. 
Him, ripe for bliss, kind heaven with boundless love, 
SnaJtchM from this earth to dwell in joys above. 
Thrice happy they' whose character shall shine. 
Lamented Bagsliaw, gdod and long as thine. 
These lines, it is believed, have never yet appeared ia any 
volvme; they reflect great credit upon the writer of them, 
and are, no doubt, the : effusions of a mind fully impressed 
with the excellence of the man whose character they so faith- 
fully portray. . 
• Lysons,p..dl7« 
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POPULATION, &c. 

Lysons states that tlie register of baptisms com- 
mences in the year 1558, that of burials in 1578, 
and that of marriages in 1575;— that these, de- 
ducting the fractions, afford the following com* 
parative state of population. 

AT«r«ffe ATcndra 

of of 

baptimt. laneralt. 

From the year 1580 to 1589 ... 24 ... 19 
1680 to 1689 ... 34 ... 38 
1730 to 1739 ... 43 ... 47 
1796 to 1794 ... 82 ... 69 
1795tol799 ... 84 ... 62 
1800 to 1807 ... 73 ... 57 
In 1665 seven persons are said to have died of 
the plagu6. 

This parish was noted by Wilson for the Ion*' 
gevity of many of its inhabitants, some of whom 
he describes to have died, during his residence at 
Bromley, between 80 and 100 years old. 

In corroboration of this account, Lysons says 
that Mary White, widow, died at 100 years of 
age, and was buried January 9th, ISOO; that two 
persons of 99 years were buried since 1795; and, 
since that period, three of 92, two of 93, one of 
95, one of 96, and one of 98 years of age.* 

* And rarely in confirmation of tlie ttatement made by 
b3 
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The population taken in the year 1811,* pnr- 
saant to Act of FarliameQt>. gives the following 
return. 

Families 634^ employed in the following man- 
ner :«i--207 in agriculture; 213 in trade and manu- 
factures; and the remaining 214 not comprised 
in. the preceding classes: .of which 1534 are fe- 
males^ 1431 males^ making a total of 2965 per- 
sons. Houses 472. 

: It will be seen that the census is taken at the 
expiration of every ten years : the following is the 
return of the population in the year 1821. 

Females 1651, males 1496, making a total of 
3147 persons. Total number of houses 505. 

And again in 1831 the return gives 

Females 2120, males 1882, total number 4002. 
Houses 669. 

Thus it will be seen, that by comparing the to- 
tal number of persons in the parish of Bromley in 
the year 1811, with that of 1821, there is an 
increase of 182 : increase in houses 33. Also by 

WilwHi, we may advert to the instance of Elizabeth Monk, 
whoae life, as before said, was extended to the advanced i^ 
of 101$ and indeed since the aboTe dates there haye been 
sereral additional instances of longevity in maoj of the in- 
liabltants of this parish. 

• The population might lie here dated fhnn a much earlier 
period, but it is intended to show only the increasft in ntfmber 
from the above date to the time at which the last < 
taken. 
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comparing the totals of 1821 with those of 1831 
we find the following increase :— of persons 855^ 
of which number nearly two-thirds are females.* 
Increase of houses 164. 



CHARITY SCHOOL. 

The establishment of a charity schoolf in this 
place was effected in the year lllQft i^ purposes 
were those of educating and clothing a limited 

• By the last oomparisoa it will be teen what a wamt in- 
crease there is in iodividaals and houses since the year 1821. 
In parishes like Bromley there are more females than males'; 
Indeed upon a reference to the return of the population in 
1831, such is found to be the ease in almost every parish in 
the Oirisioo of Bromley ; excepting those ia which there is 
little more done beyond farming businesa. 

t The charity schools which have been erected of late 
years, sm the greatest instances of public spirit the age lian 
produced. Spectator , No. 204. 

{ The following is an. extract firom the book belonging to 
the charity, 11th NoTember, 1716. Whereas profaneneas and 
immorality are in a greiit measure owing to a gross ignorttica 
of the christian religion, especially among the poorer sort of 
people, nnd nothing Is more likely to promote the practioe of 
Christianity and virtue, than an eariy and pious eflnteation of 
youths We, Yvhose names are under wffUte% do hereby agree 
^^ P^I y^V^y» At four quarterly payments^ during pleasure, 
the sc^Terfil sunM of nwney orer and agalnat our i^amea res- 
peoliTelji snbfcrib^ for the settiBg up a charity school in the 
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iiumber of poor children^ whose parents were m 
necessitous circumstances. 



i W i . V - 



parish of Bromley^ in the County of Kent, for teachiog^ poor 
children to read and write, and for instructing them in the 
knowledge and practice of the christian religion, as professed 
and taught by the Church of England, and such other things 
as are useful and unliable to their condition and capacity. 

For these purposes £. #. d. 

I, Francis, Bishop of Rochester, subscribe ten pounds 
' per ann. if forty pounds mdre be subscribed by the 
' Inhabitants, or if not, d ifth part of whatever shall 

besubseribed ,••••« r,.,.t«.10 

I, Thomas Blomer, subscribed fforty shillings •••••• 2 00 

•I, Harrlogton Bagshaw subscribe fibrty shillings per 

' ann. » , . . « * ..••.,... 3 00 

1, Thomas Washer, subscribe flbrty shilllDgs per ann. 3 
1, Launcelot Tolson, subscribe three pounds per ann. 3 
•1, William Eoimett, subscribe three pounds per do. . 3 
'jy Richard Graham, subscribe fforty shillings per do. 2 
1, Elizabeth Ha wgodd, subscribe fforty shillings per do 3 

I, Antho. Ball, subscribe fforty shillings per do 2 

'I, Edwd. Walt, sabsoribe ten shillings per ditto • . • « 10 
1, Henry Bagshaw, subscribe more for a friend, one 

pound •/•••i««.....,...«,^ k. 1 bo 

i, Anthony Johnson, subscribe one pound per aan. . . 1 
I, Richard fnnocent, subscribe one pound per do. ... 1 00 
I, William Waldfeon, subscribe ten shillings per do.. . lO 
l,{Saim«l OxeBbfldg»,8«baeribeteBihillitigspe»antt. 10 
1^ John Whitney, sobseribe ten tiiillkigs per ana . • * • 10 d 

; I, John Cobb, snbseritie tea shillings per ano. K) 

cI,aiarfesB«Mfc,flttbserlbe ten shillings per da....«. 10 

I, Dan. FVeavli, Imbscribe one pound per do •• 1 00 

1^ Mm H[ayell> oabscribe teaohiUiags per ana, ^ • • » . 10 
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It was formerly supported by the inteiost c^ 
£1000. 3 per cents., an annual subscription^ and 

£. /if. 

ly John LawsoD, subscribe one pound per do 1 

I, WiUiam Fuller, subscribe fibur shiiiinffs per do. . • 4 

ly John DonjTy subscribe ten shiUinfs per do. 10 

I, Thomas Done^ subscribe ffbrty shillhigm per ann*. .200 
I9 William 9ioUen» subscribe ten shillings per turn.. • 0> 10 

I^ James Shott, subscribe one pound per ann • • • ^ 

]y William Kingy subscribe one pound per do * 1 

ly Henry Staple, subscribe ten shillings per ann 10 

I, John Gilesysubscribe ten shillings per ann., •••••• 10 

1» Edwd. Say^ subscribe ten shillings per do . ; 10 

1, Martin Woodhams, subscribe ten shillings per ann. 10 

I, Tho«. Lascoe, subscribe ten shillings per ann 10 

I, Rowland Watson, subscribe ^we shillings per ann. 0. 5 
I. William Frederick, subscribe ten shillings per ann 10 
I, Edwd. Giles, subscribe ten shillings per ann. . . , . . 10 
I, John Hulls, subscribe one pound per do. ••••••.. 1 00 

I, Joseph Potter, subscribe ten shillings per do. • • • • 10 

A person yt. desirous his name may be concealed, yet 

suliscribes fibrty shillings 2 

I, John Waldron, subscribe ten shillings per ann. . . . 10 

I, John Weller, subscribe ten shillings per do 10 

I, WlUiam Kichley, subscribe t&k shillings perdo. .. 10 
I, Roger Peak, subscribe fforiy shillings per do. .... 3 00 
I, Aaron Gibbs, subscribe one pound per ann 1 

Totol Sume £53 9 



To the above subscriptions is subjoined a list of orders fbr 
the better ragutation of the said school, all which, together 
with the long train of subscribers, sufficiently prove the ift> 
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by an appeal t0 the betievdl^noe of 4lie piiWc 
&(mi die pulpit Hie nMiber of children firdt 
admitted into thiB sdiool was twenty^ ten of whcnn 
were boys^ and the r^naining. ten . girls.* . . 

terest that was'maiitfetted flMrthe^iMtraotloa offxiorcbildrem 
■ot oidy.ia readings and writing, tee alt» iu^ tlie caoie and 
l^rttctke of olMrittiattHy; Sa macli woii]4 Mt lia?ie bae^aaM 
flibaot thia acfaao^ nor would the- abova axtraot hMe beca 
Iramsoribedyweroit dotgratiffiog'to look Iwcsk' on «|i^iMrtrda 
«f a hnndred year* and find- aoch a apirk'of beneTdteaoa exi- 
klittgr 2 thia. ciiioaiiiataaee» together with the aitao^Uidgad 
aaafulaeaa of aa oKoelleaft aA iaftitatMBy wo«ld akma^ ilu ia 
hopfed^ make it appear daairBble to ahow wl^ea the aima 
«oiiinieDQed. 

Itt 1729».in fxniaeqaenoe of the death of Georgd WitaoB^ 
Biq., Ihen late of Chiielhatal^ ii|t wbaae wiiltihffrcharitgfi waa 
|atflreatad» and ia oottao(|ueiice a1aoo£ the dahlh of aane oif 
4he origiiiAl aafaacribens a iiieatioflr tool* plaoa on the asth. of 
fik!pteibber> at which it waa reported that tbraugh th« death 
«r tfemoTal of aereral anbacribei^ the charity achool coaU 
Dot be maifitaieed and ettrried on withoal the aid of • new 
tubacription} and, at .which, mcetinff, subncfipciona U^ the 
nadant of ^as. 8». were ndasd^ to be continoed annoalljr dnk 
ting pleaaure.. At a forthev neetlair,. held on the l^h Oeto* 
ber^ 1930, it appeared that aU montea reoe&ted by Williadi 
Emmatt, Eiq. and John F^eelove, Troataea of the cbavM^ 
ichoot of Bromley, in Kent;, fifoai^ Miohaehnaa, Vf»t ^ 
HichaeTmaa, 1730, amonnted to the anm of £40. 9t. 9d^ and 
the total amonat of mooica paid, between those perioda waa 
£38. 16t. 4d., leaTin^lnthehandaoftheTrusteeaabalance* 
«f £10. «#. bd. 

* la Lyiona* Appendix to bia « Ewvi9ana»** we team tbal 
•ibere waa a pohooi in the workhenaa^ eatireiy anppoited by 
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Hn tbe year 1814 the:abov^ddiool^WB8fUscoii«' 
tinued, and one upon ike fdan introduced by Dr. 
Bdl ;was sdaocdy aftet estEiblished^ whidi, after 
aome. deliberation^ was 'Consideied as affording a 
more expeditious^ extensive, and advantageous 
Biotiiod )(tf instruction than had tbevetofore been 
known. 

Time has proved that very beneficial results 
have been experienced from this introduction, and 
all parties, it is befieved, concerned in theaffiun^ 
of the school, highly appro^ of the plan which 
has been pursued.* 

Thbsdiool; asestablifibed in 18^14,is supported 
by voluntary sbbsanptions and an aimud diaritf 
sarmcm. The present number df i^hildren edu^ 
eatedf in it consists of aboutohe hundred boys, 
and ei^ty girls. Mr. Campling has been many 

private beDefftctioi»> tot 40 childineiij^ m^ho were tanglit read- 
ki9.atdtlie^«rdk(»taBilflli2 akNifhattiieaiiiio^dtBMliift^ 
tor and a &w of tMprMpftl ioluiUtoatertivpovtod *^S«idt|^ 
school for 25 girl«i who wen pait(y clothed and edvcated. - 

• Or. BeU had aeen a part of his plan practised at Madras^ 
and no doubt well knew the atilitj of such an Institntion. 

t The great adraiitage derired fnm the Natioaal acfaoela 
ln< prefMuring^ fthUdMa :Uti eanaffnatien k ao ttppaieai, te* 
thase wko bate alceadf a^ffl^rjid the bsMfit c^f siicii a chrlatlan 
adnoatio^, in a good Natioaal school, are- fonnd h j 'their ex-' 
aminers much better prepared at the age of thirteen, than moat 
of the adolts who lia^e not receiTcd the -same inatmctlon. 
T^te MU9* JUi.SemtlhUio^lmiwrt l,ps 13. 
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years master of lihe boys^ and the education of Hie 
girls is entrusted to Mrs. Campling. 

The sdiool is situate in the gravel pits between 
Bromley and Mason's Hill; the rooms are lai^, 
and calculated to affi>rd convenience for an assem* 
U^e of two hundred children* The residenoe 
of the Schoolmaster is adjoining the school. 



CHAJUTY SERMONS AT BROMLEY, 
KENT. 

The first sermon of jirhich we have an explicit 
actount as to date^ &c^ in aid of the Bromley 
charity school, is that preadied by the Rev. Dr. 
Bi^man. The following extract commences in 
1739, and finishes in die year 1831 : it will be 
seen that within the last twenty years the amounts 
are larger than before that time, and that, fiom 
some cause or other, no sermon was preached- 
after the year 1803 until the year 1811. 

Batt. By whom preached. 

Sept 16, 1739, Rev. Dr. Bateman . 
Aug. 17, 1740, Rev. Mr.Knisman . 
Sept. 13, 1741, Rev. Mr. Dowding . 
Aug. 22, 1742, Rev. Mr. Harwood . 
Oct 16,1743, Rev. MnTqwnley . 
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Jdy 19,1744, m. Rev. Joseph, lA 
■ ^. «fRocheBt«r . . 
$«pt2e,174d» Ii«v.Kr.Claf]B8 . . 
S«pt 426, 1746, Rer.Mr.Swiadea . 
Sipt. 13, 1747, B«r. Mr. Han«y . . 
Sept 26, 1748, ArcUnshop of Cati- 

trabury 

Oet 15,1749, Rer. Mr. Femidll . . 

1753, B0V.Mr.A.Kiiig. . 
Sept 29, 1751, Rev. Mr. Anguiah . . 
Slept 29, 1752, Rev. Mr. hanty . . 
Sept 30, 1753, Rev. Mr. Wfllia . . 
S4i>t29,1754,.Rev. Mr.JBwby . . 
Sqpt 14, 1755, Bev. Mr. Bate ... 

1756,. Rev. Dr. More . . . 
Sept 11, 1757, Ld.Bp.ofRaclMsfatr 24 
Oct 8, 1758,. Revi Mr. Vede ; . 
Sept 30, 1759, Rev. Mr. Aoguilslx 
S«pt 14,1760, Re%Mr..CInlMnt 
Sept 27, 1761, Rev. Mr. Fawkos . 
S^t 26, 1762, Rev. Mr. Acton . . 
S«t>t25,1763,. Rev. Mr. BcadMn 
Sept 30, 1764, Bev. Ma NubOlas 
Sept 22, 1765» Rev. Ut: Lloyd . 
Sept 28, 1766, Rev. Mr. Hoort, 

. . North. Caay .... 
Sept 27, 1767, Bur. Mi. SttOBg . 
t 
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D«te. By w\um. preached. Amocnt. 

£. s. d. 

Sept 18, 1768, Rev. Mr. Wilgus . • 19 14 3 
Sept. 24, 1769, Rev. Mr. Derby . . 19 9 9 
Sept. 16, 1770, Rev. Mr, Forster . . 20 18 7* 

Sept 22, 1771, Rev. Mr. Woolaston 27 12 7 
Sept 27, 1772, Rev. Mr.Leathes. . 20 4 8 

Sept 19, 1773, Rev. Mr. Derby . . 21 19 10 

Sept 11,1774, Rev. Mr. Stanesly . 22 18 3 

Oct 8,1775, Rev. Mr. Williams. 21 14 3 
Sept 29, 1776, Lord Bp. of Roches- 

ter, Thomas 26 13 6 

Sept 21, 1777, Rev. Mr. Brett . . . 24 19 6 
Sept27,1778, Rev, Mr. TiU, of 

. Hayes 28 19 

Sept 26, 1779, Rev. Dr. Apelthorp, 

of Croydon 25 8 

Sept 17, 1780, Rev. Mr. Pratt, Vicar 

. . of Orpington .... 23 10 
Sept 16, 1781, Rev. Mr. Green, Cu- 

. rate of Foot's Cray . 24 10 6 
Sept22, 1782, Rev. Mr. Fletcher, 

Curateof Beckenham 26 8 6 

1783, Rev. Dr. King ... 30 16 
Sept 12, 1784, Rev. Mr. Wiseman, 

ofDartford. .... 29 12 8J 
Oct 9, 1785, Rev. Mr. Grove, of 

tfie Tower 30 

Oct 8, 1786, Rev.Mr.Mason,Lec- 

turer of Bermondsey 21 6 
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BywbomprflMlMd. AvMmnt 

£. #. ff. 

Sept. 30, 1787, Rev. Mr. Rose, Rec- 
tor of Beckenham. . 40 14 

Sept30,1788, Dr. Thomas, Lord 

Bp. of Rochester . . 42 

Sept. 27, 1789, Rev. Mr. Partridge, 

Vicar of Boston. . . 37 5 6 

1790, Rev. John Simons, 

ofSt. Paul's Cray. . 37 16 6 

1791, Rev. Dr. Vincent, 
Master of Westmin- 
ster School 44 17 4 

1792, No Sermon. 

1793, Rev. Mr. Cosflogon 32 13 4 

1794, Rev. Dr. Horsely, 

Bp. of Rochester . . 37 14 6 
Sept. 26, 1795, Rev. Mr. Crawford. 28 15 8 
Sept. 11,1796, Dr. Moore, of St 

Paul's 33 7 3 

Sept 10, 1797, Dr. Mihie, of Dept- 

ford 37 0. 

Sept 23, 1798, Rev. Wm. Rose, of 

Beckenham 38 14 6 

Oct 20,1799, Dr.A8he,ofEl(ham 26 9 8 
Aug. 31, 1800, Rev. Mr. Andrew, of 

the Magdalen. ... 41 9 
1801, No Sermon. 
Oct 10, 1802, Dr. Dampier, Bp. of 

Rochester 50 12 7 

i2 



y Google 



T0 
Oct 9,1803, Pf.Dwipiej, ft), of 



Bite. 4f viMm wm^^^ 4«wmt. 



» • 



, 42 4 7 
1804, NoSeroo*. . 
JSQ5, Ho S9niic(»<. ^ 
18p6j^ No 8«r»M., 
18Q7, No Senuan, 
18Q8, No Secfeen. 
1809, No Sennwu 
181,0, No Seonon.. 
Oct 20, 1811, Rejr. Mr. Ftmif, of 

Woolwidl. .... . . 55 

Nov. 8, 1812, Rev. C. Mwwf, fif 

Gieenwicti ..... ^ 12 4 

Feb. 1814, Rev.Arclideaeo^PQtt 4^ 18 
May. 29. 18 15, Rev. Wm. LoDg» Ca- 

hottof Wioclsof. , . 69 2 a 
Dec. 8, 181.6, Rev. Mr. Wbite, oC 

the AsyJma . . , . . 70 2 3J 
181-3,, No Senooo. 
Apr. 12,1818, Rev. Mr..CJe8ver . . 58 8 
Nov. 21, 1819, Rev. Mr. White, Of 

the Asylem ..... 61 13 6 

1820i No Sermon. 
Feb. 1821, Rev. Mr. Rowdier, 

. of Ash ....... 67 4 

Feb. 10,1822, Rev.Mr.R.S.I>odd, 

of Penshur^ .... 76 7 6 

Feb. ^, 1823, Rev,Ardideaoot\Pott 60 7 3 
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Xkte. Bir whom preached. Amoont 

Dec 21, 1823, Dr. Rennell, Dean 

of Winchester. • . . 53 13 1 

July, 1824, Rev.SirC.F.Farna. 

by, Bart., Wickham. 70 

July, 1825, Rev.C.Girdlestone, 

M. A. ....... 72 6 

July, 30, 1826, Rev. Charles Cator . 74 13 

1827, Rev. J. Dunn, A.M. 72 10 

1828, Ld.Bp. of Rochester 72 10 6 

1829, No Sermon. 

1830, Dean of Carlisle . . 92 4 6 

1831, Bishop of Carlisle . 84 14 I 



£2767 11 7f 



The total amount of money raised therefore by 
charity sermons in behalf of this institution, from 
theyearl739totheyear 1831,is£2767. lU. 7rf|. 
to which have been annually added many contj^ 
butions, amounting in the year 1831 to about £80. 



SAVINGS BANK. 

The Provident Institution or Saving Fund, for 
the town of Bromley and its vicinity, namely for 
thd inhabitants of the parishes of Beckenhamj 
i3 
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Beiafey, Bromley, Chelsfield, Cbislehurst, Cud- 
ham, Down, Famborough, Foot's Cray, H»y^^ 
IJ^esto», Knockholt, North Cmy, Orpington, St. 
Mary Cray^ St. Paul's Cray, Wefct Wickham;* 
and for my person resident either in the County 
of Kent, or in any neighbouring parish in the 
County of Surrey, was esteblisfced on the 25th 
day of March, in the year 18 1&; The great suc^ 
cess it haff met with>t wiU show the value of such 
on institution to those who are xeally desirous of 
preserving to themselves, for old age, that money 
which, unfortunately, is too {rec|uently exhausted 
in places of a demoralizing nature. 

It is under the immediate direction of a Presi- 
dent/ Viee-President, any number of Trustees not 
exceeding twenty, and a managing Committee. 
- By the Isi resciution^ as am^ided in pursuance 
of the Act 9tti, Geo. IV. it is stated that '< Tim 
Provident Institution is formed for the purpose of 
«£R)rding a sebnre investoent to the. industrious 
And bwer classes of the people, for sudh sunu of 
money as they may wish to deposit for security." 

To show the per centage per annum received 
by depositors, 1)ie Stibi resolution ia quoted* 

*^ The interest, payable to the depositors, shall 
i.difc •■ ■ . • 1 , — > * i ■ . ■ • ■ ■ «■ 

* These 17 parUhes constitute the DiTision of Bromley, 
t At the anDQiA andR, ett the fO^ ef Nevemheiv 1681, the 
tfltsLamonmioTtete* mm Moerlaia^'to ba^lMI^ U#r 44. 
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lie ai the rate of £3. 6«; 8d: per anhiim^ on Hhe 
amouat of their deposits^ to be calculated on (be 
20th day of NoTember ia every year^oa whic^ 
day the accounts are to bedoaed^ and the balances 
iraasferred to new aoeomitsu 



BENEVOLENT INSTITUTION ♦ 

' In speaking of an institution which baa for its 
object die ameliorating the distresses of human 
life^ the most heartfelt pleasure must sureiy arise. 

Benerolence supplies the poor with the means 
of subaistanoe, wben they are unable to provide 
for tiiemselves the common necessaries of lifit 
To relieve the wants of those who are necessitouay 
to alleviate those sorrows which are produced by 
poverty, must form the best criterion of a generous 
disposition. The benevolenee that makes iti^ 
appearance in any particular parish or place diould 
«ver be held forth, that it may stiniulate the in- 
babitants of other {Jaces to adc^t the same most; 
iaudaUe practice* * 

The institution, first estaUished in 1821 in this 
place, bears the name of ^' The Female Friendly 
Society." The preliminary obaervatioDs are most 

• That is the purMl bentfieenoe which clotlMt th« Ihvoim of 
t(m( ik tha flMTh ^f Ih^rW^to << Uk de jtf ^ iBBiC t, Dr. AiMim. 
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forcible and striking, and are selected from the 
writings of Bishop Wilson, Sir William Jones, 
Sir Thomas Bernard, Dr. Aikin, Mr. Wilber^ 
force, and Mr. Curwen. 

Their object is *^ to impress the hi^er classes 
of society with the propriety and policy of patron- 
ising this institution, and to convince those for 
whose benefit it has been more especially Insti- 
tuted, that when they become members of the 
Broml^ Female Friendly Society, they will, at 
at a very trivial expose, and without any real 
sacrifice, provide for themselves certain relief mid 
oonscdation during sickness and infirmity, and a 
comfortable provision in old age, and be (enabled 
to pass throu^ life. without becoming a burden 
to their friends, and without that degradation 
which is g^erally attendant on rec^ving parochial 
relief." 

It might be considered superfluous, and indeed 
it would be unnecessary, to quote the whole of 
tbe observations prefixed to the articles of this 
institution; but the truth and beauty of the fol- 
lowing paragraphs will more than atone for their 
insertion in these pages. 

'^ It has ever been deemed a mark of the great- 
est wisdom for those who liveJ^ in prosperity, and 
are able to endure labour, and follow their several 
callings and professions^ to make some kind of 
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proraSoa for tkd da;r of achrenity; and it is 
Mrideni tibai a bimi^ hy luiitiiig in tfa^ bondb 431 
fKKsiety^ wH modt easily aceomplidi and moal 
eflkctualjy insure to himae^ ihia importanieiML'^ 

^f It is not sud&i^ tiMimulate tbe peer to 
wdustry^ uidess they can te persuaded te^ ad^ 
habits of frugality, litis is eriueed among i^my 
ds&Miit kind of artkana and labourers, i¥ho earn 
Wge wages, but do not in general possess any 
betlier lesouroes in the day of cabunify, than (boae 
whocb not gain half aa much money. Theseason 
of plenty should then provide for the jieason of 
want, and the gains of sumiuer laid by for tik« 
rigour of winter. 

^^ Many would try to make a little hoard fat 
ftekness or old age, but &ey know ndt where to 
plsM^ it without danger or inoonvcnieAea Thtf 
same cause frequently oocasions ih^ghfless ser^ 
vants to spend all their wages in youth, and in 
ebBsequehoe to pass their old age in a workhouse ; 
a sad reveine from the indulgence of li gentleman^ 
family to which they have been habituttted.^* 

for want of 1^ place of security fop 1hc& m6ney, 
the poor have lost their hard-earned stivfhgs, by 
lending them, to some artful or. distress^ person^ 
who has persuaded them they will be safe in Im 
hands.'' 
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'^ In proportion as tbe estaUishment'of Friendly 
Societies is extended^ it becomes of material con* 
sequence both to the members that comipose them^ 
and to the community at large^ that they should 
be establi^ed on permaxient principles ; and that, 
ab(y0e alU the caiculations upon which their funds 
are. grounded should not be. fallacious* The 
distress and disappointment occasioned by the 
bankruptcy of one of these sodeties, are sensibly 
felt both by the poor and their respective parishes, 
throughout a large district, whilst the happy 
effects by their permanent prosperity, extend 
tbemsdyes, at least, in an equal degree." 

The Female Friendly Society is under the solo 
managemtot of four Trustees and a Gon»nittee of 
eight ladies, (to be elected by a majority of the 
meifibers,) idio, from benevolent motives, and 
without view to profit or advantage, voluntarily 
undertake the same,* 

The tables, showing the amount of deposits 
aod paymaits, are guided by a most equitable 
calculation. 

• A peenliair gratification must be felt wheneTer we see 
those in circiinuitances of affluence alleviatinic the sorrows of 
their poorer brethren, and it is to be hoped there is no canse 
to doubt that the beneficent conduct of the ladies connected 
with this institution, is justly appreciated by the whole of 
tlie membera. 
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THE COLLEGE, 

Bromley College, a diar^ as unexampled at 
the time of its institution, as it has been ever 
since, was founded by Dr. John Warner, Bishop 
of Rochester, who died in 1666, and by will 
directed the foundation of a hospital or college, 
for twenty widows of loyal and orthodox clergy- 
men, and a ^chaplain. To accomplish this noble, 
generous, and ever-to-be-remembered dengn, he 
directed fais executors. Sir Orlando Bridgman, 
Lord Keeper, Sir Philip Warwick^ Knight, Dr, 
Thomas Pearce, and Dr. John Lee, to raise, out 
of his personal estate, a building proper for this 
purpose, and charged his manor of Swajrton with 
an annual payment of £450. for their mainte- 
nance, of which sum €sadk widow was to reoeivB 
£20. yearly, the remaining £50. being intended 
as a $&pend for the Chaplain, who was always 
to be appointed from Magdalen CoBege, Oxford, 
where the Bishop himself liad been educated.* 

* There is a g^reat siiiMlarity iii'thee tr uctiife of Brandey 
CoUe(g^ with tfordea College, littBate on Biaokhethi Tte 
latter was founded by Sir John Morden, of Wriekfesmarshi a 
TnriEey merchant, who anuMned a large fortone at Aleppo, 
and who was the fint Treasurer of Bromley College^ 16to. 
Some years preyioos to his death he erected this buUdfaig io 
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The chapel of this College is extremely neat 
but very small^ It Wfts erected wifh the old foun- 
dation. On the right hand or South side of the 
waU, is fixied tbe^pcwtrait of Bishop WwOtm, Kud 
on the other stide a half length poittait oC KAwp 
Pearce^ under whicsh is Q smcdl t^M^lt «9th t^ 
f^Uo^g inscription. 

Zacba&y PfubMs^IK 2). Bishop ^f RochesMs;^ 

whp, m 1768^ 

fQ«i|p0d ti^ Deanery of Westeinster, 

W*kil774(iat.84) 
be^imfo^ ^b««^fMitor to this CoUfg^^ 

{n ofdei ih^t Ihedeferat behests to thin naCiw 
tutapa ipo^y ckaady appear^ it^ is thought, prog»dr 
to g^e the fidiowkg list of yisn^rable ben^ietoixs^ 
vtnse naiiM fkj^pdar on fptxr lai^ tablets affixed 
on the waUs oftiie iift9ridr of tipte (^pel. 

(m tttfi FIRST tABLBT. 

|f57« Mra. $WlPiv of Biondey, by 

\m «31».gRtQ for rqpaitv . . 10 

m-^immf . . . J." — ■ '' I.I. i-.^i^. 

li9i«i.oCil<^U6g%Bol.fiir iiwa bki.own<lMibitaaD%f«r the 
ippfort .of poor hoo^ cl^ooy^ merohiuita, for whose relief 
tliero had piorl^Qily exiited no HittitntioB of the kind : Uiis 
College^.mfi]r now, itrom ite sUiMtioa and. aiaple evdowmeBti be 
•aidio raBkaaqnooClboB^al i oa rf aiM»lo wtr e at a iMr-the agied 
aiid aiifofftiBMikb ^bst «»y <^Ht3F in UUs|ca«f«^ 



y Google 



65 



#. d. 



1764. Mrs. Wolfe, of Blackheath, 

by her tHII, for ditto . . • 500 

17i37. The Rev. Mr. Alexander 
Jephson, Rector of Craike, in 
the Dioeese of DuriiaiA^ by 
his wfll, gave for ditto .^ . 200 

1768. Dr. Thomas Secker, Arch- ^ 
biabop of Canterbury, by his 
will,forditt» 500- 

1773. The Countess Dowager Gow- 
ER, Executrix to her fatiber the 

late Earl of Thanet , . . 500 
1770. The. Rev. Mr. W. Hether- 
INGTON, of Nor&L Cray, in his . 
life-time, gave for fte benefit 
of the widows in Old SS. Anns. 2000 

1774. Dr. Peakoe, Bishop of Ro* 
ohester, gave for augmenting 
the yearly salfuies of the wi^ 
dows and chaplain in Old SS. 
Anns 5000 

ON TSB SECOND TABLET. 

1666. Dr. John Warner, Bishop 
of Rochester, founded it, and. 
paid by his Bxecutors^ for Uip. 
building . . 8600 00 
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He gaife^ by his wUl, &r tl^ 
support of .the^ obaplidn wd 
widoiys the yearly sum of. • 450 
His Qeir ^ye.for r^Moni the 
yearly sum of ..»•.. . 500 
The Lord Ke^p^r, Sir Orlan- 
do BigLXDGEMAN, gave for ditto 
the yeady sum of . • ." • 10 
1704. Pr. Thomas Plume,* Arch* 
deacon of Rochester, by his 
will, gave for ditto . . • • 100 

■ I M ■ ■ w| i ■ " ■■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ^ r ' ■....■ 

• This gentleman deVtsed by will about £18000., to be 
laid out in landtf for the maintenance of « profeator of aatro^ 
nomy and experimental phiiMflpkyloCanibrldfe} and be- 
queathed Stone Cattle, with the estate belonging thereto, and a 
Hurm at Todely in this County to charitable uses, in the feoffees 
of which it now remains. The purposes of this trust were for 
the preaching of twenty-six sermons In thesmnmer half year, 
erery Wednesdiiy, alteniately at .OMirtford ttd Ctetvescnd ; 
and also for the. a«gmentaiioi| of saoh; poor panoiiageB and 
Ticaragcs^ within the diooese of Rochesteiv as were under £60. 
]^ annum : but it was provided that no living should have 
aboTe £10. in one year. 

Stone Castle Is an ancient castellated seat in the parish of 
Stone, standing tm an cminenoe a small -distance Southward 
ftom the high rpad from London to DoTcr, It had onoe the 
reputation of a manor, as appears by the Book of Aid, in the 
SOtb of Edward III., when Sir John de Northwood answered 
for the manor of Stone Castle^ as half a kQight'*8 fbe, whicb 
ttemey de Norlhwood bdbr^ he]4 m Stgne, of the Qfshop of 
Rochester, JreloRd!. 
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1716. Dr. Thomas TufnilsON^Ardi- 

bishop of Canterbury/ by hi» 

will, gave for dlttd . ... 58100 

1737. Mr. CtAitk, Arehd^Kx^n of 

Norwich, gave fcwr ditto 5 5 

1757. — Wikoeks, Esq., fbr build-, 
ing the East wall of the mea- 
dow 112 

OJf TOE THJRJ&.TABl^??. 

1782. Mr. William Pbarce^ Bro- 
ther ofBi^op Pearee^left after 
the decease of his great n^ 
phew and great deioe (without 

issue) . laOOO 

For building and endowing 10 
new houses, and per annum of 
the interest for the di^>lain . 20 

1784. Mrs. Rogers, by will, for 

repairs 120 

1787. The Rev. Mr. Bagshaw left 
in tile 3 per cents, to increase 
thesalai^oftltechaplani . . 200 Q 

1788. Mrs. Helen Bettenson, by 
will, fbr building and endow- 
ing 10 new houses* . . . IQOOO 

k2 
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1793. Dr. John Thokas, late Bi- 

aliop of Rochester, left ' . . IpO 
tobecUvidedaiQongthewidowg 
of the old foundation then resi- 
V dent, and £300. to be fwded^ 
and the interest applied for 
repairs^ 



ON THE FOURTH TABLET. 

1821. Mrs. Goodwin, of Huddles- 
don, by will ...... 500 ,0 

Miss Jane Brooke, of Nor- 
wich, ^or the ch£^l and sup- 
plying the College with water* 230 

1822. Mrs. Carpenter, for. bible 

and prayer book .... 10 

1823. Dr. Walker King, Bishop 

V of Rochester, gave £3000. in 
the 3 per oent Consols, that 

V . the iixter^t. might pay 3 wi- 

dows, out-pensioners, £30. a . 

year each . . . ... . . 3000 

Ae bequest of Mr. William Pearce^ ooBrititute what ia uaaally 
called the « New CoUege.*' 

• Over the door at the entrance of the College, on the 
South and Eastern sides, appear the two following^ lines, in 
raised gilt iettern, ifa referetoce to the above bequest. 
^ « While round thsae College walls this water gofs^ 
^ Forget we not the Brooks Arom whence it flows.** 
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«. «. <r; 
1824. Mrs.RosE,(fijirmerlyawicfow 

of this Cdfliege,) by her will, 

to the widows of Bromley 

CoUege 8000 

1827. Magdalen College, Oxford^for 

the College grove .... 20 
18291 GsoRGE Norman, Esq. (ItAe 

Treasurer of the College 42 

years) gave in his life . . . 500 

Beft)te several of the above mentioned bequests 
were made, the smns received by the widows 
were found to be inadequate to their support^ 
but the numerous contributions of large amounts 
have n^de material altei^itions, both as regardil 
tile comfort and respectability of the iidiabitants: 
the liberality of many of the bene&ctors, had 
^used this institution to possess as many privi^- 
leges as any of its nature in the kingdom. 

In the year 1770, Mrs. Lydia Street gave by 
•will £500. to this College, winch Mrs. Robinson^ 
Executri:;: to Mrs. Street, refused to pay, it being 
void in ktw. 

The income which each widow now receives 
irom the College is £38. per annum. 

Formerly the widows 4id not e^mid the chapel 
on Sundays^ but were provided mfh aecommoda- 
k3 
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tiouin the parish church ; but when die salary 
of jQie Chaplain was augmented^ the Trustees 
directed that^ divine service -should be performed 
in the College chapel every. sabbath. 
^ This chapel was. originally intended to contain 
but twenty widows, it is, however, sufficiently 
large to accommodate forty. 

When the College consisted of tlurty .widows 
only, upon an average of many years, about two 
vacancies oqcuired annually; and the Trustees 
generally met once, sometimes twice in tlie yewr, 
U). fill them up. In 180^ when tbe ten hew 
hpus^s were filled, in order to obviate the necesdiiy 
of i5alling meetings too frequently, and when it 
^ight be inconvenient to some of the Trustees to 
attend, they made it a rule, to meet only when 
t|iere should be three vacancies, and ordered the 
.quarterly payn^^uts of the vacant houses to be 
^propriated to repairs ; a regulation which, from 
the then inadequacy of the funds to that end, has 
.proved of the most essential service to the insti- 
tution, and no doubt of great advantage and ci9m- 
fort to the widows; though occasionally prodiicr 
tive of some difficulty to those who are anxiously 
waiting their admission into the College. 

By an Act of Parliament passed in the^SOth 
year of the reign of George the II,, this College 
was exempted from payment of tax^a. 
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The funds of this institution were originally 
rested in twelve Trustees : namely^ seven official 
and five elective. The Archbishop of Canifer- 
bury^; Bishops of London and Rodiester, Dean 
of St. Paul's, Judge of tlie Prerogative Court of 
Cffliterbury, Archdeacon of Rochester, and Chan- 
cellor of the Diocese of Rochester, are Trustees, 
ex officio ; the other five are elected as often as a 
vacancy happens; and' it has been deemed advis- 
able that two of the five should be persons 
eminent in the law. 

The Trustees, by Act of Parliament, have foil 
power and authority to make such orders and 
rules for the well government of the College, and 
the due execution of their trust, as to the major 
part of them shall i^pear convenient and proper^ 
- Hie present Chaplain is th^Rey. Thomas 
Scott'; this gentleman is alsoVrcar of Islehaui, 
in Cambridgeshire. 

Bromley College should not be passed over 
without, at least, briefly noticing the improvements 
vnlfa which it is beautified. It may be said, and 
justly so, that this noble foundation is deserving 
of peculiar observance, not only from the circum- 
stance of its being the first and most extensive 
institution of its kind, but also on account of the 
natural grandeur that surrounds it Here the 
taste is delighted by all that can excite admira- 
tion ; and in the summer season . the scene is 
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trtily beautiful, whiob attraeis the notice of lioany 
visitors.* 

The elin trees which fbrmei^ly ise&cty surrounded 
the whole of this imoieiise building, coioldbe seal 
at a great distance : but in tlie year 1828, by an 
order of the Trustees, they were cut down, be* 
cause they rendered the College damp, dark, and 
dcmgerous.t 

The Rev. Mr. Scottf has effected many im- 
provements, both as regards the comfort and 
residenoe of the widows, of which th^ cannot 
but be sensible. 

In the yew* 1830, the Tmcftees of this Coll^^ 
purchased of Mr. William Makepeace, for dtm* 
table purposes, a messuage and garden, in the 
parish of Bromley:, tn the County, of £ent^ for a 
smn of money, p«rt of which was raised by volun- 
tary contributions of persons who patronised this 
College. 

This messuage and premises are those now in 
.the oooupation of Mr. Godfrey Stidolph.$ 
■■■ ■ -— . ■■ . . , ■ . ,. I ■■ ■ .. . . I ,!■■ ■ ,.i ;,;■ 

• 1 may be blamed for having^fleeminffly apoken of pcaniiea 
tbrou^bout theae pagea with too much praiae, bat I moat be 
'allowed to speedc of ai^ partieitlar place aa I find H. 

t '^^ Collage, with the gvoyaayOOcapy about Ibar aoiaaoC 
frauod. 

% Thia gieiitlemaii la author of an.eiEa^UaBt Tt^tme of Lec- 
tar^ published in ISIS. 

§ The Trustees purchaaed the above premiaea under the 
f»Uowlng cironmstanoaa t— 
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AN ACCOUNT OF THE MANOR OF 
. SUNDRIDGK 

: Sundridge is a manor and seat situate towards 
the North-east of this parish^ amcHig the woods, 
formerly the residence of a noted family of the 
name of Blund or Blound, anciently lords of 

I The congregation aMembiing at Bethel Chapel in this town 
found that tlie building, on account of its being so small, was 
unable to afibrd accomodation to those who were desirous of 
assembling there, and had long been in quest of • desirable 
situation for the erection of a new chapel. 

,The aboffvpremiMs^ il mm^ asoettaiiiedf wete- to- be sold t 
an application was made to Mr. Makepeace, by^a gentleman 
of Bromley, and a treaty for the purchase was actually entered 
into. Upon Mr.Stidolph being made Acquainted with the 
drcnmstanoe, he communicated his surprise to tBe Rev. Mr, 
Scott, who» together with John Wells, Esq the present Trea- 
surer, promptly took such steps, as afterwards caused a com* 
pletlon of the aale to the Trustees, and continued Mr.Stidolph 
in the possession of the premises, l» tke ImpsQTcment of 
which he bad expended a large sum of money, together with 



Great inooDTenienoe must have been felt by the widows of 
the College, partieolarly those residing on the Eastern side, 
as the ground was intended by those who first treated for the 
^rohaae for the purpose of bnildhig; the ladies moreover 
irould have been deprived of the sight of this beantlfttl gafn 
den, wbldiisoQfttlgwMw to the College^ and teiids, to lew^ 
^he latter peculiarly desirable. 
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Guisnes^ in France; one of them had three sons 
who came to England with the Conqueror; tod 
of these one returned to France, and the other 
two. Sir Robert and Sir William, remained in 
England ; the former settling in SuiSdk, and the 
latter in Lineoliishke. From tiiese the se^^^t 
ftimiliBs of Blount in Ais kingdom ilr^ descended i 
of ft younger bnkiich was P«t6r te J^^nd, ownet 
e£ &is place in &e rei^ of Henry III., in die 
89th year of which priooe he wub laade Constable 
of the Tower df London. His desc^dttit Ed^I 
ward le Blund, was possessed of Sundridge, 
20ai Edward lit, 1345, as appeared hy tfaeBop^ 
Qf Aids, for levying 40s- joa ev^ kni^lU'* fee 
Aroughout iSbe kingdom, (bt making liie Bkck 
t*rince a knight, in which Edward le Biund waaf 
assessed for one fourth of a knighf$ ^ee,.whichj 
Jolim le Blund held in Bromley of the Bi$hap 
of Rochester ; sbcm after wliicfa tile family ended 
in a female heir, who carried fliis seat in marriage 
to the Willoughby's; from which name, after 
some years, it passed, by purchase, to Booth, 
whose descendant, WilHam Booth, was found by 
uiquisifion to die seized of the manor* of Sun- 

• A nmnor odnd«teof « frrant of kuid prevtotts to the reiffu 
of BdWM^ I;, eith«r-lhMn the kfaigr, or the lord of the tadjofn- 
Ihgr ■MMr,to'i«4iWb is aDoexedi ceHsHn^ree of Joiltdiction' 
at Court BaroD, &e. Id the case of Smdiidge 4iid.SfiNpsoB8, 
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drid§e» in tbe Ist Henry VIL^hekl of tfae Bkbop 
pf Rochester by knig^t'a sQrvice> and by the 9er- 
yice of making suit at tbe court of the palace 
aforesaid^ and that Robert Booth was his son and 
heir; in whose descendants Supdrid^ continued 
till Sith Booth» Esq., dying without male issue^ 
one of his daughters and co-heirs carried it in 
marriage to Thomas Betteqham> of Shurland ixK 
Pluckey^ Esq^, whose great grandson, Stephen 
Bettenham> of Bromley, gent., gave it, in inarriage 
with his dau^t^ Anne, to Robert Pynsentj 
third son of John Pynsent, of Chudleigh, Devon, 
and Prothonotary of the Common Pleas; he died at 
SundridgeDec. 30, 1679,»iEtat 74, without issue, 
and was buried in the chancel of the church. Thii; 
gentleman was succeeded in the estate and seat 
by Thoqpms Washer> of Lincoln's Inn, Esq., and 
Barrister at Law, who dying in 1749 without 
male issue, Mary, his only daughter and hQiresSj 
carried it in marriage to William WilscHi, Esq«, 
High Sheriff of the County in 1766, who died 
possessed of it in August, 1776. In 1792, the 
manor was sold by his grandson, William Wilson, 
Esq. to Edward G. Lind, Esq.; and in 1796 

the lands were granted by the Biihop ef Rocheater, to whom 
the lorde owed suit and aerrioe, and were ooMcqenBtly baand 
to attend in oonrts. !^ 

• Vide page 69. 
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purdbiaaed by the late Sir Claude Soott^ BartJ 
deceased, who pidled down the old house, and 
^«etedliear tto nte a handsome mansion for his 
own residence* 

Sundridge has many local beauties, whidi every 
person who has seen it must admit, but frond its 
retired situidaon does not afford so delightful a 
view of the distant scenery which Bickley and 
odier seats command. The architecture of the 
building is superb ; and it is, perhaps, one of the 
most magnificent stmotures in the County of 
Elent The grounds have been laid out and are 
kept in the best possible condition ; the natural 
scenery, though limited, is extremely grand. The 
park is spacious and decorated with all the 
variety of nature ; fixnn the centre of the park 
is seal the rising ground of Chislehurst, from 
which a path leads to the town of Bromley. In 
the year 1823, the path which formerly led into 
this park, was, by ain osd^ of Magistrates, 
stopped up, fmd one more convenient to the pub- 
lic granted. 



SIMPSONS. 

Simpsons is an estate^ in this parish, {onaerlf 
of much greats account than at present; it was 
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meietitly owned by Ibe family of tlio Btta^trelH 
who resided at Lee^ in the nei^bdUrhood.: b 
^e Slst of Edward L^ 1302^ John do Bal^iM^, 
was possessed of this estate^ and Wi&iam de 
Bo&quel (&d possessed of it in the 20lh of £d« 
ward lU.^ and left Thomas his heit; he died 
m the 3dth yesr of 4he same veign hddhig a gtMt 
qiamtity of land in the nei^bourhood^ fUid kit 
Ifafee sons^ John^ William, and Robert Btokwell, 
who beeame his heiiB in gavelkind,^ and on h 
.dtrision of their inhmtance, WiUiam, the second 
woo, became entitled to Ins fiithet's estate in Brom^ 
kj. On the extinction of that ftonily^ the ptiQ£- 
perty pasjsed to that of the Olarkes, one of whom^ 
in the reign of Henry V., greeted a strong bnt 
small building of slone^ with an embattled Wall, 
.and encircled it wi& a deep mosL In ihe reign 
of Henry VL it was possessed by John Simpioei, 
who purdmsed it, and resided here, and hi|m^ 
much improved the mansion it acquired his nam^, 
by which it has ever since been caUed^ 

In the 11th of Edward IV., Robert Simpson 
died possessed of this seat, and his descendaiit 

* By gavelkind is meant an equal distribution of landed 
property amoiqr ^^ ^^e sons of a family. 

Gavelkind aad an absdlute ekeifiptf on Ihwt rAasUla^, ^er« 
43b» two latpclpal laws and nsayM HxMnti %f. me Ncmnaiis 
at the Gonqnaat, 

L 
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Nieholas^ali^ated Simpsons to Alexandec Bas^^ 
sett, .Who, in the rmgn of Heniy VIII./ conveyed 
it by sale to Sir HWphrey Style, of Lenglef^ 
fliis estate being then held in socage.* 

His descendant, Humphrey , dying witboiit male 
issue, his only daughter and heiress carried this 
estate in marriage to Sir Johii'£lwill, Bart, who 
dying in. 1727 without issue, Edward, his brother, 
succeeded hkn, and in 1732 conveyed Simpsons 
to Hugh Raymond, of Great Suling, in Essex. 
He settled it on his only son, Jones Raymond, 
Esq., in tail general, with remainder to his dau^ 
ter Amy, married to Pet«r Burtell, Esq., and her 
issue ntiale* On the death of Jones Raymond in 
1778, without issue, Peter Burrelt, Esq., of Bedi^ 
^diani, in ri^t of his wife, possessed it ; after Ae 
'death of whose widow, it descended to her grand* 
son. Sir Beter Burrdl, Knt*-, afterwards Lord 
Gwydir. Sio^psonsmdeed appears a time-stridien 
.mansion. The roomsin thehpiise are exceedin^y 
larg& and lofty, and the stafarcases very. wide. 

T%e present building ia; formed: of biek and 
timber, and aj^ars to have Iteen erected on a 
part of the fiMindatioa^of tfie ancient structure, 



• Socage ft an ancient tenure by wticb lands'^ere held on 
ooodition of ploughing the lord's land, and . doing the ^ol>era- 
tiotts of husbandry without cfaaige. 
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probably about the sixteastti oentory. - Upon 
exaniiQatioQ there appears but little doubt :tbat 
ituras designed for the residence of a gentleman 
of that period. The fire-place in tlie hall, whidi 
is very large, still remains, and probdoly a greater 
portion of die andent door- ways, which hoive beed 
rdhdered almost jsbapeless by the alterations occa- 
flioned by its conversion into a farm-house. As 
such it was occupied by Mr. Jeremiah .Ringer 
fior upwards of fifty years; it has- since been, in 
the possession of the late Robert Veitch, Esq., 
and occupied by his gardener. It is now, how- 
ever, wholly untenantable, and scarcely anything 
in the shape of repairs could restore it to a resi^ 
deno0 of sa&ty t from a partial neglect^ and on 
account of their long standing, the walls are fiiaC 
mouldering away. 

' Tbei« b no doubt that the deep moat eadeDded 
close to the waSls of the ancient eastelktad biiild;^ 
iiig on the North, East, and South sidea,; md 
that the angles were secured by a stiK»g buttreaa 
projecting into the moat. The whole extait of 
the foundation of the Eastern wall, together with 
the two buttresses which still remain per&ct, are 
supposed to be about thirty-three or thirty-four 
yards in length, and the breadth of the building 
about tJiirteep or fourteen yards. These founda- 
l2 
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tioi|s are built of large flints ioterinixed with 
crtone^ and cemented with strong lime mortar. 
It is highly probable that the building was square, 
9nd entiered by a drawbridge on the Western side, 
and, from the drcumstanoe of the wall not extend^ 
iag to the verge of the moat, had a small terrace 
en the East 

The apartments inhabited by the Lord of the 
domain probably either lined the outer wall, and 
were lighted from a sn^all court in the centre, or 
consisted of an isolated building within the walls, 
as was. frequently the case in castellated mansions, 
gnd perhaps the best plan that could be adopted 
for the purposes of defence. 

The ancient road leading to Simpsons, lay 
flirbu^ a part of what is now the pleasure @x)unda 
of MisaVeitch. 

' There is a path, leading from the hi^ road on 
tfie right band side near the seat of Mrs. Erekine, 
to Pidtiiurst Green and Hayes, through the lands 
of Mr« Cjtanfield and others^ 



PREMISES OF LESSER NOTE. 

By the book of knights' (be, it appears in 9th 
Edward I., Simon de Cray held half a knighf a 
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fee in Bnimlaig^ of the beirs of William de Pin- 
oeitid, alias Le Bottiler^ of the Bishop of Roches- 
ter; that the heirs of John de Braybold^ held, a 
sixth part of a knight's fee in Bromley^ and 
Richard Fits Jefiery held eight parts in Bromley! 
William de Latimer died in the Ist Ed;vvard 
III.^ 1326^ possessed of land in Bromleigh ; his 
son, then twenty-six years of age, who, during his 
homage, had livery of land of his inheritance, and 
in the 3rd year of the same reign obtained a char- 
ter of free warren for ever, of all his land in the 
Goimties of Bedford, Norfolk, and this place ; in 
which he had the king's pardon for having ptuv& 
chased the office of Coinage, in the Tower of 
London and City of Canterbmry, of Maud,, the 
widow of John de Botecourt, who held it, by 
iliheritance of the king, in capiie. .' . ' 



PLAISTOW. 

Little more i^mains to be said of Plaistow than 
its being part of the parish of Bromley, and noted 
as the residence of many respectable inhabitants 
It is situate on the Northern side of Bromley> 
about three quarters of a niile from the town. 

Plaistow liodge, the seat of Walter Boyd^ Esq^ 
at the Western, extremity of this hamlet^ is its 
l3 
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principal ornament, and which, from the tasteful 
grounds and numerous improvements since it has 
been in the possession of the present owner, is len^ 
dered one of the most elegant seats in the County. 
There is an exceeding neat lodge to these pre- 
mises, situate on the top of Bromley Hill on the 
London Road. 

This mansion was some years ago the residence 
of Peter Isaac Thelluson, Esq., a gentleman of ex* 
tensive property, who died in the year 1797, and 
by wiU vested the wh(de of his immense fortune into 
the hands of trustees, with directions to apply the 
accumulating interest to the purchase of land, the 
whole of which, in case of fmlure of male issue 
from hisi immediate deacoidants, after three 
generations, he directed to be sold, and the pn>> 
duce of the sale. to be applied, under the direction 
of Parliament, to enable the sinking fund to 
liquidate the national debt.* 

In 1810 this .seat was occupied by Thomas 
Maltby, Esq., under a lease from the Trustees to 
Mr. Thelhison's will ; and in 1812 purchased by 
the late resident die HonouraUe Hugh Lindsay^ 
the brother of Lord Balcarras and Lady Hard- 
wick; fidnce which it has been purchased and 
occupied by Salter Boyd, Esq. 

• Appendix to Lyntna. 
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Piaistow contains about fifty-six houses^ many 
of which are very substeoitially built. From this 
place there is a road leading to Lee and Black* 
heath. 



FREELANDS. 

Freelands is the property of Sir Samuel Scott^ 
Kort^ and the residence of Charles Pott, Esq. 
TbBQ front of this mansion is extremely neat, and 
eommaads an extensive view over flie neighbours 
hood of Bromley and other parishes ; it is situate 
on the Eastern extremity of the parish between 
Pkistow and Wigmore. About the year 17C0 
it was the property of John Whalley, Esq. ; 
afterwards it came into the possession of Robert 
Nettleton, Esq., Governor of the Russia Comi 
pany. The lease which was granted to the latter 
gentleman^ passed through the hands of Mn Wells 
and Mr. Adair, into those of Thomas Raikes;^ 
Esq.^ once Governor of the Bank. In 1810 it 
was in the possession cS Charles Browne, Esq., 
who> upon the death of Mrs. Browne, left it: 
and previous to its bemg occupied by the pre- 
sent tenant, Mr. Potts, was the residence of Mrs. 
Moore^ widow of the Archbishop of Canterbury. 
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WIGMORE. 

Wigmore* is a part of the parisb of Bromley, 
and contains about forty houses; it is ^tuate 
about one mile Eastward from the town. At this 
place there are many very pleasuit summer resi- 
denceSj among which Bickley may be reckcHied 
the most elegant! This structure occupies a 
noble eminence^ and' was erected in 1780 by John 
Wells^.Esq. ; but material alterations and addi- 
tions were nmde by his son and suocessor^ William 
WellS) Esq;^ who rendered the whole a most 
commodious residence. The pai^, though not 
extensive, derives coiisideraUe beauties from the 
inequalities aiid eictent of view^ the sight of«rfridii 
from tihie top of Chislehurst Hill, is truly pictu- 
resque. It adjoins the grounds of Camden Place, 
once the residence of Prince Esterhazy^ aiid boasts 
of die exuberant scenery for which that park is so 
justly celebrated^; the garilens are . extensivej 
wherein was erected a few year^ ago a' fine grapeiy. 
The present proprietorf Ts son erf the late Williana 
Wells, Esq., and served the office -of Sheriff for 
the County, in' 1812, and was' returned Repre- 

• Writteo as frequently « Widmore." 

f Jobn Wells, Esq., has indefatigably discharge the arda- 
ous duties of a Magistrate in the Division of Bromley, for the 
last twenty^oe years* 
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^entativd in parliament for Maidstone. Hia 
youngeflt daughter married Raines Brown^ G^q.^ 
M. P« Cor Mayo, in Ireland. 
, The estate of Biddey was many years ag«i^ m 
Ihe possession of Thomas Jukes, Esq./ who had 
a bunting seat, and kept a very fine pack of 
hounds, which were hunted under the famous 
Potter. 

, A f^w years ago at a sbcxrt distance from I^ck-^ 
ley, on the right hand side of the roadf leading 
from Bromley to Chislehur^t, stood Ae resid«DO0 
of the Hon. John Olimtts, (brother of Lord Oar- 
hampt^n and the Dudiess of Cumberland,) one 
of the Commissioners of Excise, held under a 
lease from George Farrmit, Esq., Barrister at 
Law, and grandson of Godfrey Lee FaiTant>Esq.> 
late Re^trar of the Court of Admiralty, by whom 
it was considerably enlarged. After the death of 
Mr. Farrant, it was successively inhabited by 
Joseph Beete, Esq. and Sir Samuel Scott, Bart, 
the present owner of Sundridge. This seat, how- 
ever, has some time since been taken down. 
Shawfield Lodge is a handsome seat, built be« 

• A great part of what is now Mr. WeUs't pleasurQ groaad^ 
at the time Mr, Juket poaietaed the eatate, waa co? end wUh 
buahea and furze, need aa a cover for foxes, ^c. 

t This road is that which formerly paaaed the «Bird in 
hand* inn, b«| whieh, some few years agO| was stopped np 
aoeordlng to law. 
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twe^ forty and fifty years ago by. John Harrison, 
Esq. On his death, in 1814, it became the pro^ 
perty of his brother, Andrew Harrison,. Esq.; 
afterwards it was occupied by. the fiev. William 
Kiiidleside; and is now the. residence of Grodfrey 
'Meynell, Esq. Andrew Harrison^ Esq. and Afrs* 
Jukes both resided in an adjoining xqanskm, 
which has since been taken down. At a ebort 
distance is the residence of George Telferd, Elaq., 
formerly occupied by Mrs,. King, sister to Gene- 
ral Hyde, who \efi it, at his decease, to a son of 
the Rev. Mr. Wqolaston, of Chislebiirst, from 
whom it was purchased by John Wells, Esq^, 
who has granted a lease to the present proprietor. 
Attaphed tp this e^t^le is a r^pp^irlu^ aneient 
edifice, with a handsome entrance, bearing the 
initials A. B. and the date 1599 in fiK)nt Some 
suppose, and it is probable, that at th^t period it 
was the chief mansion in this part o£ the parl^«; 
|Hit all tradition of the name of the family by. 
whom it was built or originaUy occupied it is said 
has long since ceased. Some there are who fur- 
ther suppose that after it had fallen into decay^^so 
as to be BO longer fit fpr the„r^idence of a gen- 
tleman, the nei^^ibouring mansion was built on 
Abe estate, and the present let^ to poor filmilies. 
Qn tj^ ^reen ts a small; ch^tpelbelongingto the 
Methodists, erected between. fifty and sixty yeara 
ago: the congregation is but small, and the 
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puUio worship is chiefly conducted by the local 
preadi^rd in connexion with the followers of the 
late Mr. John Weriey. 

In Wigmbre Lane are the pleasant residences 
of Simon Cock^ Esq.; Mathew Boyd, Esq.; 
Beechfield, the delightful residence of William 
Bobert^ Esq.; and the premises late in the oc- 
cupation of — Whitmore^ Esq. 

In the year 1825, the old road from Bromley 
to Cfaislehurst^ which (fireoted its course AroiigH 
what now forms part of the land belonging to 
Bickley, was, by an order of Justices, stopped 
up^ and a new road,* sating a considerable dis- 
tvioe to travellers, opened. • 

lids improvement deserves much notice, though 
paffaaps only those persons who frequency had 
occasion to travel on the old road can sufficieiidy 
appreciate the great advantage the public derive 
from this alteration. 



FARWIG PLACE. 

Farwig Place, deriving its name fiiom the gen- 
tleman who first built upon this spot, is deserving 
■ - ■■ I III I ■ , » till , > i« , I ^ 

* This improTement mutt have been a ToryeipeiMiTe one, 
as the new line of road pained tbrongh . the woodt of Jobs 
Wells, Eiq. fbr a oonstderable distance. The eireaitomroate 
of the old rpad by nigbt waa certairiy anything but eafe. 
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mudi notice ofn account of its' improvement to the 
perish. It is situate on the Northern side of the 
Cdlege, betwe^ that building and Plidstow, «nd 
is diiefly the residence of respectable mechamcs. 
The ground on which the row of houses is erected, 
on the right hand side immediately leading out 
of the College field,* was formerly a garden in 
the possession of an inhabitant of the town, and 
4xmtinued as sudi till the purdiase of the premises 
by M^. Farwig. The whole of the buildings aft 
this place have been erected within the last nine 
years, before which time not even a cottage was to 
be seen : the situation is very cold, and during the 
inclement season of the year cannot be very de- 
rirable, but in the summer, the inhabitants, no 
doubt, enjoy the pleasure of a scene unknown to 
many who reside in the town. 

The houses are chiefly held by leases for a 
term of years under Mr. Farwig ; this gentleman, 
however, and his wife are both dead, and the 
whole of the property, on account of the owner 
dying intestate, and the minority of the Heir at 
Law, is now in Chancery, which Court is in 
receipt of the rent 

There are also some houses here the property 
.of — JEtose and others. 

* Part of which is taken and calU fated bj the parialiy fi^r 
the purpoae of employinff the labonriag poor* 
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MARTIN'S HILL. 

Martin's Hill is situate near the church on the 
Western side, and is part of the glebe of this 
parish. 

From this spot may be seen prospects of the 
surrounding country such as cannot be surpassed 
within several miles of the place. Tliere are, 
perhaps, few spots more worthy the visits of the 
inhabitants of Bromley than this. The scenery 
which from this place is presented to the eye is 
peculiarly grand, and is diversified by the con- 
trasted dwellings of magnificence and poverty. 

From this spot may be seen the rising grounds 
of Hayes and Keston, while in the opposite 
direction the eye is carried over the" hills of 
Norwood and other parts of Surrey. 'On almost 
every side may be enjoyed a scene which cannot 
fail to excite the interest of every beholder : tlie 
adjacent woods are extremely majestic in appear- 
. ance, while the curious winding of the river 
Ravensboume, which runs through the meadows 
below, combines to complete tjiis choice spot 
of nature. 

Near this hill there are many residences de- 
serving notice, viz. those of Mr. Palmer, Mrs. 
Latter, Mr. Bilke, and others. . The house lately 
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erected by Mr. Gould, at the entrance of the hill, 
stands in a most delightftil situation for a summer 
residence. 



CONCLUSION. 

The object of the Writer being now completed^ 
he begs to coodude tbiese pages with a few essen^ 
tial remarks 

Before a work, which professes to contain the 
history of any particular place, can be fairly spokes 
of, one chief thing is necessary, viz. examination : 
indeed a fair examination is necessary in every 
work, before it is eitlier justified or spoken of in 
terms of censure. 

The aim of the Writer has been not to produce 
a composition to delist the lovers of novelty, f<»r 
in tins his expectations must have -been greatly 
disappointed, but to describe and exhibit facts 
in an impartial manner. 

Under whatever drcumstances these page$ may 
aneet the public eye, however unprofitable and 
Uninteresting tibey may be {xxisidered, the Writer 
will have one consolation, which is not inconsi- 
derable, in recoileoting that iii this attempt he has 
flompl^ed with the reqoest of persons whom to 
^bligp'iis jdeaure. 
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. ' In sending these pages into the world he does 
not forget that £he history of Brcmiley may be 
seen in books already published^ namely ih the 
" History of Kent" by Ha^d^ Ireland^ and others; 
but though the accounts given in these are cer- 
tainly correct as fiir as can reasonably be expected^ 
yet the publisher of a work like the ^^ History of 
K^nt" cannot be supposed to enter into a minute 
description of any particular plaoe ; so that while 
we gain from large works a brief account of an 
entire Coanty^ we are left to a great extent igno- 
rant of many circumstances connected with each 
inditidual town. 

The title of the foregoing pages imports ^^ The 
History, Antiquities, Improvements, &c. of the 
Parish of Bromley, Kent," which, as far as public 
and private documents together willi other infor- 
mation may be relied upon, bave been faithfully 
narrated in the present work. 

If by any it should be thou^t that only a su- 
perficial account of Bromley and its antiquities 
has be«i given> tiie Writer can orAy say that 
every exertion has been made to render as full and 
explicit an account of them as possible. The im- 
mediate neighbourhood of Bromley, it is true, on 
account of its pleasant situation and other advan- 
tages it possesses, might be spoken of in more 
laudatory terms than those here made use of; but 
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it Boay not, perhaps, be unnecessary to observe, 
that had the Writer indulged himsdf in too 
lengthy a description of it, he would most likely 
have deviated from the course, which in a work 
like this ought to be pursued, and which would 
have called forth marks of disapprobation. These, 
however, he trusts he has carefully avoided; but, 
should it be considered that he has dwelt too long 
upon some particular parts, and riot sufficiently 
on others, he can only say that his aim has been 
the feithfuUy recording the truth as far as it could 
be obtained : but he would avail himself of .jan 
observation not more trite than true, that no work 
can be expected entirely free from error. 

The Writer feels himself much indebted, and 
begs leave to express his warmest thanks, to those 
gentlemen who have very kindly and readily fur- 
nished him with assistance and information to the 
completion of this work. It may receive the 
smiles of some, the frowns of others ; and since 
the latter are common to the most elaborate pro- 
ducticaas, it would be in vain for the Writer to 
expect general approbation for this. 

FINIS. 



Harriet RichariboD, Printer, Stockwell Street, Greeowiclv 
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